Ir ACC 


X 
OF THE 


RISE AND PROGRESS 


OF THE PEOPLE CALLED 


QUAKERS, 


r 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 
DOCTRINES, WORSHIP, 
MINISTRY, any DISCIPLING 
ARE e | 


WITH A SUMMARY RELATION 


OF THE FORMER DISPENSATIONS OF 
| GOD IN THE WORLD, 


BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION. 


— 


AS UNKNOWN, AND YET WELL KNOWN) 2 cok. veg. 
By WILLIAM PENN. A. 
F 2 N . + i 
- THE EIGHTH EDITION. 


LOND ON: — 

PRINTED AND SOLD BY JAMES PHILLIPS, | 
IN GEORGE-YARD, LOMBARD-STREET, 

| AM... Dee. . 


* 


3 
| 
| 


P R 


V 


T..Q- **. © 


R E A 


- 


EADER, this following 
account of the people called 
Quakers, &c. was written in the 
fear and love of God: firſt, as a 
ſtanding teſtimony to that ever 
bleſſed truth in the inward parts, 
with which God, in my youthful 
time, viſited my ſoul, and for the 
ſenſe and love of which I was 


made willing, in no ordinary way, 


to relinquiſh the honours and in- 
tereſts of the world. Secondly, 
as a teſtimony for that deſpiſed. 

| A 2 people, 


E Wy 
people, that God has in | his great 
mercy gathered and united by his 
own bleſſed ſpirit in the holy pro 
feſſion of it; whoſe fellowſhip 1 
value above all worldly greatneſs. 
Thirdly, in love and honour to 
the memory of that worthy ſervant 
of God, George Fox, the firſt 
- inſtrument thereof, and therefore 
ſtiled by me, The great and bleſ- 
ſed apoſtle of our day. As this 
gave birth to what is here preſent- 
ed to thy view, in the firſt edition 
of it, by way of preface to George 
Fox's excellent journal; ſo the 
conſideration of the preſent uſe- 
fulneſs. of the following account 
of the people called Quakers, by 
reaſon of the unjuſt reffections of 
ſome adverſaries that once walked 
under the profeſſion of Friends, 
and the exhortations that conclude 
it, prevailed with me to conſent 


that it ſhould be republiſhed in a 
| ſmaller 


$5 5 
ſmaller volume ; knowing al ſo full 
well that great books, eſpec ally 
in thele days, grow burtheniome, + 
13 both to the pockets and minds of 
too many; and that there are not 
a. few that deſire, ſo it be at an 


5 eaſy rate, to be informed about 
ct this people, that have been ſo 
5 much every where ſpoken againſt: 
but, bleſſed be the God and Father 
"A of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is 
= upon no worſe grounds than it was 
. ſaid of old time of the primitive 
ge Chriſtians, as, I hope, will ap- 


* pear to every ſober and conſiderate 
reader. Our buſineſs, after all 
the ill uſage we have met with, 
being the realities of religion, an 
effectual change before our laſt 
and great change: that all may 
come to an inward, ſenſible; and 
experimental knowledge of God, 
through the convictions and ope- 
rations of the light and ſpirit of 
„ Chriſt 


* 
Chriſt in themſelves ; the ſuffi- 


cient and bleſſed means given to 


all, that thereby all may come 


ſavingly to know the only true 


God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he 


hath ſent to enlighten and redeem 


the world : which knowledge is, 


indeed, eternal life. And that 
thou, Reader, mayſt obtain it, is 
the earneſt deſire of him that is 


ever thine in ſo good a work, 
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Ota a brief account of di- 
vers di pHenſations F God in the 
1 world, to the time he was pleaſed 
v. 9 raiſe this de 9p! fed people, called 
| UARECYS. 
CHAP. II. 


Of the r i of this people, their ' 
fundamental principle, and doctrine, 
and practice, in twelve points re- 
Sulting from it; their progreſs and 

 fuffermgs : an expoſiulation re 
E I thereupon. 


c HAN 


CHAP, I. 


Of the qualifications of their mi- 
mſiry. Eleven marks that it 1s 
Chr feian. 


IV. 


Of the diſcipline and practice of 
this people, as a religious ſociety. 


The church power they own n 


exerciſe, and that whach' they reject 
and condemn : with the method of 
their proceedings againſt erring and 


4. forgerly perſons. 
8 II A P. V. 


N of the 1 1 or perſon 
by whom God was pleaſed to gather 


this people into the way they profeſs. 


His name George Fox ; his many 
pai qualifications ſbewing a 


divine, 


— 


[ix ] 
divine, and not a human power to 
have been their original in him. His 
troubles and ſufferings both 8 
without and within. His end and 

triumph. 


N 


Containing five ſeveral exhorta- 
tions. Firſt, general, reminding this 
people of their primitive integrity 
and ſimplicity. Secondly, in parti- 
cular, to the miniſtry. Thirdly, to 
.the young convinced. Fourthly, to 
the children of friends. Fifthly, to 
thoſe that are yet ſtrangers to this 
people and way, to whom this book, 
and that it was preface to in its firſt 
edition, may come. All the ſeveral 
exhortations accommodated to their 
ſeveral ſtates and conditions, that 
all may anſwer the end of God's 
glory and their own ſalvation. 
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— — — — ———— U— 
7 F N 9 


RIS E and PROGRESS 
| \ | 


OF THE PEOPLE CALLED 
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CHAS: 


Containing a brief account of Ware aiſ- | 

 penſations of God in the world, to the | 
time he was pleaſed to raiſe this deſpiſed 
people, . * 


IVERS have. been the diſ- 
penſations of God ſince the 
creation of the world unto the 
ſons of men; but the great end of all 
of them, has Been the renown of his 
own excellent name in the creation and 
reſtoration of man: man, the emblem 
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the glory of all his works. The world 
, began 
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began with innocency : all was then 
good that the good God had made: 
and as he bleſſed the works of his 
hands, fo their natures and harmony 
magnified him their Creator. Then 
the morning ſtars ſang together for 
Joy, and all parts of his work ſaid 
Amen to his law. Nat a jar in the 
whole frame; but man in paradiſe, the 
beaſts in the field, the fowl in the air, 
the fiſh in the ſea, the lights in the 
heavens, the fruits of the earth ; yea, 
the air, the earth, the water, and fire 
worſhipped, praiſed, and exalted his 
wer, wiſdom, and goodneſs. O ho- 
ly ſabbath ! O holy day to the Lord ! 


But this happy ſtate laſted not long: 


for man, the crown and glory of the 
whole, being tempted to aſpire above 
his place, unhappily yielded againſt 


command and duty, as well as intereſt 


and felicity, and ſo fell below it; loſt 
the divine image, the wiſdom, power, 
and purity he was made in : by which, 
being no longer fit for paradiſe, he 
was expelled that garden of God, his 


proper dwelling and reſidence, and was 


driven 


t 84 


D driven out, as a poor vagabond, from 


the preſence of the Lord, to wander in 
15 earth, the habitation of beaſts. 


Vet God that made him had pity on 


him; for he ſeeing man was deceived, 


and that it was not of malice, or an ori- 
ginal preſumption in him, but through 


the ſubtilty of the ſerpent, who had 
firſt fallen from his own ſtate, and by 
the mediation of the woman, man's 
own nature and companion, whom the 


ſerpent had firſt deluded, in his infinite 


goodneſs and wiſdom found out a way 


to repair the breach, recover the loſs, 
and reſtore fallen man again by a no- 


bler and more excellent Adam, pro- 


miſed to be born of a woman; that as 
by means of a-woman the evil one had 


prevailed upon man, by a woman alſo 


he ſhould come into the world, who 


would prevail againſt him and bruiſe 
his head, and deliver man from his 


power: and which, in a ſignal manner, 
by the diſpenſation of the Son of God 
in the fleſſi, in the fulneſs of time was 
perſonally and fully accompliſhed by 


1 
him, and in him, as man's Saviour 
and Redeemer. | | 


But his power was not limited, in 
the manifeſtation of it, to that time; 
for both before and ſince his bleſſed 
manifeſtation | in the fleſh, he has 
been the light and life, the: rock and 
ſtrength of all that ever feared God ; 
was preſent with them in their tempta- 
tions, followed them in their travels 
and afflictions, and ſupported and car- 
ried them through- and over the diffi- 
_ culties that have attended them in their 
earthly pilgrimage. By this, Abel's 
heart excelled Cain's, and Seth ob- 
tained the preeminence, and Enoch 
walked: with God. It was this that 
ſtrove with the old world, and which 
they rebelled againſt, and hich ſanc- 
tified and inſtructed Noah to ſalvation. 


But the outward diſpenſation that 
followed the benighted ſtate of man, 
after his fall, eſpecially among the pa- 
triarchs, was generally that of angels; 
as the ſcriptures of the old teſtament 


do in many places expreſs, as to 
. Abraham, 
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Abraham, Jacob, &c. The next was 
that of the law by Moſes, which was 
alſo delivered by angels, as the apoſtle 
tells us. This diſpenſation was much 
outward, and ſuited to a low and ſer- 
vile ſtate; called, therefore, by the 
apoſtle Paul, that of a ſchool-maſter, 
which was to point out and prepare 
that people to look and long for the 
Meſſiah, who would deliver them from 
the ſervitude of a ceremonious and im- 
perfect diſpenſation, by knowing the 
realities of thoſe myſterious repreſenta- 


tions in themſelves. In this time the 


law was written on ſtone, the temple 
built with hands, attended with an 
outward prieſthood and external rites 
and ceremonies, that were ſhadows of 


the good things that were to come, 


and were only to ſerve till the feed 
came, or the more excellent and gene- 
ral manifeſtation of Chriſt, to whom 
was the promiſe, and to all men only 
in him, in whom it was yea and amen, 
even life from death, immortality and 
eternal life. 10. 


* 


B 2 


This 


„ 


This the prophets foreſaw, and com- 
forted the believing Jews-in the cer- 
tainty of it; which was the top of the 


Moſaical diſpenſation, and which ended 


in John's miniſtry, the fore- runner of 
the Meſſiah, as John's was finiſhed in 
bim, the fulneſs of all. And then 
God, that at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners, had ſpoken to the 
fathers by his ſervants the prophets, 
ſpoke to men by his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
Who is heir of all things, being the 
goſpel-day, which is the diſpenſation 
of ſon · ſnip: bringing in thereby a 
nearer teſtament, and a better hope; 
even the beginning of the glory of the 
latter days, and of the reſtitution of 
all things; yea, the reſtoration of the 
Fr unto Iſrael. 


Now the ſpirit that was more ſpa- 
Wu communicated in former diſ- 


penſations, began to be poured forth 
upon all fleſn, according to the pro- 


phet Joel; and the light that ſhined in 
darkneſs, or but dimly before, the 
moſt gracious God eauſed to ſhine out 
of ——— and the day-ſtar began to 


riſe 


FA tr & wy 
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riſe in the hearts of believers, giving 


- unto them the knowledge. of God in 
a the face, or appearance, o of his Son 
ed q Chaſe Jelus. 

ng Now the poor in ſpirit, the meek, 
* the true mourners, the hungry and 
"i thirſty after righteouſneſs, the peace- 
15 makers, the pure in heart, the merci- 
2 ful and perſecuted, came more eſpeci- 
5 cially in remembrance before the Lord, 


0 | | and were ſought out and bleſſed by 
I rael's true Shepherd. Old N 


« with her children grew out of date, 
e: and the new Jeruſalem into requeſt, 
he the mother of the ſons of the goſpel- 
of day. Wherefore, no more at old Je- 
we. | rulalem, nor at the mountain of Sa- 1 
maria, will God be worſhipped above 'i 
; other places; for, behold, he is, by | 
a: bis own Son, declared and preached a } 
ic. BM fFrrit, and that he will be known as 1 
_ ſuch, and worſhipped in the ſpirit. and | 
2 in the truth. He will now come near- j 
poor er than of old time, and he will write 
© his law in the heart, and put his fear 
e, and ſpirit i in the inward parts, accord- 
= ng to his promiſe. Then ſigns, types, 
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and ſhadows flew away, the day having 


diſcovered their, inſufficiency in not 
reaching to the inſide of the cup, to 
the cleanſing of the conſcience; and 
all elementary ſervices were expired in 


and by him that is the ſubſtance, of all. 


And to this great and bleſſed end of 
the diſpenſation of the Son of God, 
did the a 
choſen and anointed by his ſpirit, to 
turn the Jews from their prejudice and 
ſuperſtition, and the Gentiles from their 


I 


vanity and idolatry, to Chriſt's me 
at 


and ſpirit that ſhined in them; t 
they might be quickened from the ſins 
and treſpaſſes in which they were dead, 
to ſerve. the living God, in the newneſs 


of the ſpirit of life, and walk as child- 


ren of the light, and of the day, even 
the day of holineſs: for ſuch put. on 
Chriſt, the light of the world, and 
make no more previſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the luſts thereof. So that the 
light, ſpirit, and grace, that come by 
Chriſt, and appear in man, were that 
divine principle the apoſtles miniſtered 


and 


from, and turned peoples minds unto, 
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poſtles teſtify, whom he had 


* 


and in which they gathered and built 
up the church of Chriſt in their day. 


For which caule, they adviſe them not 
to quench the ſpirit, but to wait for 
the ſpirit, and ſpeak by the {pirit, and 
pray by the ſpirit, and walk. in the 
22 too, as that which approved 


em the truly begotten chile ren of 


God, born not of fleſh and blood, or 
of the will of man, but of the will of 
God; by doing his will, and denying 
their own ; by drinking of Chriſt's 
cup, and being baptized with his bap- 
tiſm of ſelf-denial; the way and path 
that all the heirs of life have ever trod 
to bleſſedneſs. 


But alas] even in the apoſtles days, 

thoſe bright ſtars of the firſt magnitude 
of the goſpel light, ſome clouds, fore- 
telling an echpſe of this primitive 
glory, began to appear ; and ſeveral of 
them gave early caution of it to the 
Chriſtians of their time, that even then 
there was, and yet would be more and 
more, a falling- away from the power 

of godlineſs, and the purity of that 


ſpiritual diſpenſation, by ſuch as ſought 
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other ceremonies. 


tention about them; 
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to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, but 
with whom the offence of the croſs 
ceaſed. Yet with this comfortable con- 


cluſion, that they ſaw beyond it a more 


lorious time than ever to the true 
church. Their fight was true, and 
what they foretold to the churches, 
gathered by them in the name and 
power of Jeſus, came to paſs: for 


_ Chriſtians degenerated apace into out-- 


ſides, as days, and meats; and divers 
And, which was 
worſe, they fell into ſtrife and con- 
ſeparating one 
from another, then envying, and, as 
they had power, perſecuting one ano- 
ther, to the ſhame and ſcandal of their 
common Chriſtianity, and grievous 
ſtumbling and offence of the Heathen; 
among whom the Lord had ſo long 
and ſo marvelouſly preſerved them. 
And having got at laſt the worldly 


power into their hands, by kings and 


emperors. embracing the Chriſtian pro- 


feſſion, they changed, what they could, 
the kingdom of Chriſt, which is not 
of this world, 


into a worldly king- 


dom or, at leaſt, ſtiled the worldly 
| 2 
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kingdom, that was in their hands, the 


kingdom of Chriſt, and ſo they be- 
came worldly, and not true Chriſtians. 
Then human inventions and novelties, 
both in doctrine and worſhip, crouded 
faſt into the church; a door opened 
thereunto, by the groſſneſs and car- 
nality that appeared then among the 
generality of Chrithinns, who had long 
ſince left the guidance of God's meek 
and heavenly ſpirit, and given them- 
ſelves up to ſuperſtition, will-worſhip, 
and voluntary humility, And as ſu- 
perſtition is blind, fo it is heady and 


furious, for all muſt ftoop to its blind 


and boundleſs zeal, or periſh by it: 


in the name of the ſpirit, perſecuting 


the very appearance of the ſpirit of 
God in others, and oppoſing that in 


others, which they reſiſted in them 
ſelves, viz. the light, grace, and ſpirit 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but always 
under the notion of innovation, hereſy, 
ſchiſm, or ſome ſuch plauſible name; 


though Chriſtianity allows of no name, 


or pretence whatever, for perſecuting 


of any man for matters of meer religi- 
on, being in its very nature meek, 
2 gentle, 


Ned = 
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gentle, and forbearing; and conſiſts 


of faith, hope, and charity, which no 
perſecutor can have, whilſt he remains 


a perſecutor; in that a man cannot 


believe well, or hope well, or have a 
charitable or tender regard to 9 


whilſt he would violate his mind, or 


perſecute his body, for matters of faith 
or r worſhip towards his God. 


Thus the falſe church ſprang up, 
and mounted the chair: but, though 
ſhe loſt her nature, ſhe would needs 
keep her good name of the Lamb's 


bride, the true church, and mother of 


the faithful: conſtraining all to receive 
her mark, either in their forehead, or 
right- hand; that is, publickly, - or 

privately. But, indeed and in truth, 


ſhe was myſtery Babylon, the mother 


of harlots, mother of thoſe that, with 


all their ſhow and, outſide of religion, 


were adulterated and gone from the 
ſpirit, nature, and life of Chriſt, and 
grown vain, worldly, ambitious, co- 
vetous, cruel, &c. which are the fruits 


of the fleſh, and not of the ſpirit. 
1 5 | Now 
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->Now it was, that the true church 
fled. into the wilderneſs, that 1s, from 


' ſuperſtition and violence, to a retired, 


ſolitary, and lonely ſtate ; hidden, ans 


as it were, out of ſigh ht of men, though 
not out of the world. Which ſhows 


that her wonted viſibility was not eſſen- 
tial to the being of a true church in 
the judgment * the Holy Ghoſt ; ſhe 
being as true a church in the wilder- 
neſs, though not as viſible and luſtri- 
ous, as when ſhe was in her former 
ſplendour of profeſſion. In this ſtate, 
many attempts ſhe made to return, 
but the waters were yet too high, and 
her way blocked up, and many of 
her excellent children, in ſeveral na- 
tions and centuries, fell by the cruelty 
of ſuperſtition, becauſe they would 
not fall from their faithfulneſs to the 
truth. 


The laſt age did ſet ſome * 4 
wards ir, 980 as to doctrine, worſhip, 
and practice. But practice quickly 


failed; for wickedneſs flowed in a little 


time, as well among the profeſſors of 


the reformation, as thoſe they reformed 


from; 


From 7 fo that dy the fruits of conver- 
ſation they were not to be diftinguiſhed. 
And the children of the reformers, if 
not the reformers themſelves, betook 
themſelves, very early, to earthly po- 
licy and power, to uphold and carry 
on their reformation that had been 
begun with ſpiritual weapons ; which 
I have often thought, has been one of 
the greateſt reaſons the reformation 
made no better progreſs, as to the life 
and foul of religion. For whilſt the 
reformers were lowly and fſpiritually- 
minded, and truſted in God, and look- 
ed to him, and hved in his fear, and 
conſulted not with fleſh and blood, nor 
ſought deliverance in their own way, 
| there were daily added to the church 
ſuch as, one might reaſonably ſay, 
ſhould be ſaved: for they were not fo 
careful to be ſafe from perſecution, as 
to be faithful and inoffenſive under it: 
being more concerned to ſpread the 
truth by their faith and patience in 
tribulation, than to get the worldly 
power out of their hands that inflicted 
thoſe ſufferings upon them: and it 
„will be well if the Lord ſuffer them 


not 


Hort; 


They owned the ſpirit, 


dom, Sweden, Denmark, 


1%) 
not to fall, by the very ſame way they 
took to ſtand. 


In doctrine they were in ſome things 
in other things, to avoid one 
extreme, they 
for worſhip, there was, for the gene- 
rality, more of man in it than of God. 
inſpiration, 
and revelation, indeed, and grounded 
their ſeparation and reformation upon 
the ſenſe and underſtanding they re- 
ceived from it, in the reading of the 
ſcriptures of truth. And this was their 


9 the ſcripture is the text, the 


ſpirit the interpreter, and that to every 
one for himſelf. But yet there was 
too much of human invention, tradi- 


tion, and art, that remained both in 


praying and preaching ; and of world- 
ly authority, and worldly greatneſs in 
their miniſters ; efrecially i in this king- 
and ſome 
parts of Germany. God was therefore 
pleaſed in England to fhift us from 
veſſel to veſſel : and the next remove 


humbled the miniſtry, ſo that they 


were more ſtrict in preaching, 2 
in 


ran into another: and 
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in praying, and zealous for keeping 
the Lord's day, and catechizing of 
children and ſervants, and repeating 
at home in their families what they 
had heard in publick. But even as 
theſe grew into power, they were not 
only for whipping ſome out, but others 
into the temple : and they appeared 
rigid 1n their ſpirits, rather than ſevere 
in their lives, and more for a party 
than for piety : which brought forth 
another people, that were yet more 
retired and ſelect. 


They would not communicate at 
large, or in common with others ; bur 
formed churches among themſelves of 
ſuch as could give ſome account of 
their converſion, at leaſt of very pro- 
miſing experiences of the work of 
God's grace upon their hearts; and 
under mutual agreements and cove- 
nants of fellowſhip, they kept toge- 
ther. - Theſe people were ſomewhat of 
a ſofter temper, and ſeemed to recom- 
mend religion by the charms of its 
love, mercy, and goodneſs, rather 
than by the terrors of its Judgments 
| and 
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> and puniſhments ; by which the form- 
er party would have awed people into 
1 religion. 
x They alſo allowed greater liberty to 
£ propheſy than thoſe before them, for 
5 they admitted any member to ſpeak or 
a pray, as well as their paſtor, whom 
* they always choſe, and not the civil 
B magiſtrate. If ſuch found any thing 
b preſſing upon them to either duty, 
F even without the diſtinction of clergy 
or laity, perſons of any trade had their 
| liberty, be it never ſo low and me- 
* chanical. But alas! even theſe people 
* ſuffered great loſs: for taſting of 
Jy worldly empire, and the favour of 
f princes, and the gain that enſued, they 
53 degenerated but too much. For though 
| they had cried down national churches 
d and miniſtry, and maintenance too, 
7 ſome of them, when it was their own 
77 turn to be tried, fell under the weight 
f of worldly honour and advantage, got 
* into profitable parſonages too much, 
s and outlived and contradicted their own 
T principles; and, which was yet worſe, 
3 turned, ſome of them, abſolute perſe- 
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cutors of other men for God's ſake, 


that but ſo lately came themſelves out. 
of the furnace; which drove many a. 
ſtep farther, and that was into the 
water : another baptiſm, as believing 
they were not ſcripturally baptized : 

and hoping to find that preſence and 
power of God, in ſubmitting to this 


watery ordinance, which they deſired. 


and wanted. 


Theſe 
neglecting, if not renouncing and cen- 
ſuring, not only the neceflity, but uſe 
of all human learning, as to the mini- 
ſtry; and all other qualifications to it, 


I u. 18 the helps and gifts of the ſpirit 


of Ged, and thoſe natural and common 
to men. And for a time they ſeemed, 
like John of old, a burning and a 


They were very diligent, plain, and 
ſerious; ſtrong in ſcripture, and bold 


in profeſſion; bearing much reproach 


and contradiction. But that which 
others fell by, proved their ſnare. For 


worldly Power ſpoiled: them too; 3 * 


people alſo made profeſſion of 


. 2 


had enough of it to try them what they 
would do if they had mor, be: and they 
reſted alſo too much upon their watery 
diſpenſation, inſtead of paſſing on more 


fully to that of the fire and Holy Ghoſt, 


which was his baptiſm, who came 
with a fan in his hand, that he might 
thoroughly, and not in part only, 
purge his floor, and take away the 


drofs and the tin of his people, and 
make a man finer than gold. Withal, 


they grew high, rough, and ſelf-righ- | 


teous; oppoſing farther attainment : 


too much forgetting the day of their 


infancy and littleneſs, which gave them 
ſomething of a real beauty; inſomuch 


that many left them, and all viſible 


churches and ſocieties, and wandered 


up and down, as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd, and as doves without their 
mates; ſeeking their beloved, but 
could not find him, as their ſouls de- 
fired to know him, whom their fouls 


loved above their chiefeſt-) joy. 


Theſe people were called Seekers by . 
ſome, and the Family of Love by 
others; becauſe, as they came to the 
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knowledge of one another, they ſome. 
times met together, not formally to 


pray or preach at appointed times or 


places, in their own wills, as in times 
paſt they were accuſtomed to do, but 


waited together in ſtlence; and as any: | 


thing: roſe in any one of their minds, 


that: they thought ſavoured of a divine 


ſpring, they ſometimes ſpoke. But ſo 
it was, that ſome of them not keeping 
in humility and in the fear of God, 
after the — ance of revelation, were 
exalted above: meaſure; and for want 


of ſtaying their minds in an humble 


dependance upon him that opened their 
underftandungs, to ſee great things in 
his law, they ran out in their own 
inations, and mixing them with 
thaſe divine openings, brought forth 
2: monſtrous birth, to the ſcandal of 
thoſe that frared God and waited daily 
in the temple not, made with hands, 
for the conſolation of Ifrael.; tlie Jew 
inward, and: circumoiſion in ſpirit. | 


This people obtained! the name. of 
ranters, from, their extravagant did 


ecounſes W For they inter- 
preted 
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preted Chriſt's fulfilling of the law-for 
us, to be a diſcharging of us from any: 
obligation and duty the law required 
of us, inſtead of the condemnation of 


the law for ſins paſt, upon faith and 


repentance: and that now it was na 
ſin to do that which before it was a ſin 
to commit; the ſlaviſh fear of the law 
being taken off by Chriſt, and all 
things good that man did, if he did 
but do them with the mind and per- 
ſuaſion that it was ſo. Inſomuch that 
divers fell into groſs and enormous 
practices; pretending in excuſe there- 
of, that they could, without evil, 
commit the ſame act which was fin in. 


another to do; thereby diſtinguiſhing 


between the action and the evil of it, 


by the direction of the mind, and in- 


tention in the doing of it. Which 


was to make ſin ſuper- abound by the 


aboundings of grace, and to turn from 
the grace of God into wantonneſs; "a 
ſecurer way of ſinning than before: as. 


if Chriſt came not to ſave us from. 
our fins, but in our ſins; not to take 


away ſin, but that we might ſin more 
freely at his coſt, and with leſs danger 


[ 22 ] 
to ourſelyes. I ſay, this enſnared di- 
vers, and brought them to an utter 
and lamentable loſs as to their eternal 
ſtate; and they grew very troubleſome 
to the better fort of people, and fur- 
niſhed the looſer with an occaſion to 
ant 
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Of the riſe of this People, their funda- 
[1 mental principle, and dofirine, and 
practice, in-twelve points reſulting from 
it : their progreſs and ſufferings : an 
 expoſtulatien with England thereupon. 


T was about that very time, as you 
may ſee in George Fox's annals, 
that. the eternal, wiſe, and good God, 
3 was pleaſed, in his infinite love, to 
honour and viſit this benighted and 
3} bewildered nation, with his glorious. 
day: ſpring from on high; yea, with a. 
moſt ſure and. certain ſound of the 
word of light and life, through the 
teſtimony of a choſen veſſel, to an ef 
fectual and bleſſed purpofe, can many 
thouſands. ſay, glory be to the name 
of the Lord for ever 


For as it reached the conſcience, and: 

broke the heart, and brought many to 

a ſenſe and ſearch, ſo that which people 
| * ad. 
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had been vainly ſeeking without, with 
much pains and coſt, they, by this mi- 
niſtry, found within, where it was they 
wanted what they ſought for, viz. the 
right way to peace with God. For 
they were directed to the light of Jeſus 
Chriſt within them, as the ſeed and 
leaven of the kingdom of God ; near 
all, becauſe in all, and God's talent to 
all: a faithful and true witneſs, and 
Juſt monitor in every boſom. The gift 
and grace of God to life and ſalvation, 
that appears to all, though few regard 
it. This the traditional Chriſtian, con- 
ceited of himſelf, and ſtrong in his 
own will and righteouſneſs, overcome 
with blind zeal and paſſion, either de- 
ſpiſed as a low and common thing, or 
oppoſed as a novelty, under many hard 
names, and opprobrious terms, — "i 
ing, in his ignorant and angry mind, 

any freſh manifeſtations of God's wer 
and ſpirit in man, in theſe days, though 
never more needed to make true Chriſ. 

tians. Not unlike thoſe Jews of old, 

that rejected the Son of God, at 5 
very ſame time that they blindly pro- 
feſſed to wait for the Meſſiah to come; 
becauſe, 


6 
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becauſe, alas! he appeared not among | 

them according to their carnal mind 1 
and expectation. _ - | [1 
This brought forth many abuſive 
books, which filled the greater ſort | 
with envy, and leſſer with rage; and | 
made the way and progreſs of this | 
bleſſed teſtimony ſtraight and narrow, | 


indeed, to thoſe that received it. How- 4 
ever, God owned his own work, and 
this teſtimony did effectually reach, : 
gather, comfort, and eſtabliſh the 
weary and heavy-laden, the hungry | 
3 and thirſty, the poor and needy, the - 

" =# mournful and ſick of many maladies, 
that had ſpent all upon phyſicians of | 
no value, and waited for relief from 
heaven, help only from above; ſee- 
Ing, upon a ſerious trial of all things, 
nothing elſe would do but Chriſt him- 
ſelf; the light of his countenance, a a 
touch of his garment, and help from 
his hand, who cured the poor woman's. 
iſſue, raiſed the centurion's ſervant, 
the widow's ſon, the ruler's daughter, 
and Peter's mother: and like her, 


they no ſooner felt his power and effi- | 
g i cacy 
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cacy upon their ſouls, but they gave 


up to obey him in a teſtimony to 
his power; and that with refigned 
wills and faithful hearts through all 
mockings, contradictions, confiſcati- 
ons, beatings, priſons, and many other 
jeopardies that attended them for his 
bleſſed name's ſake. 


And, truly, they were very many, 
and very great; ſo that in all human 
probability they muſt have been ſwal- 
lowed up quick of the proud and 
boiſterous waves that ſwelled and beat 
againſt them, but that the God of all 
their tender mercies was with them in 
his glorious authority; ſo that the hills 
often fled, and the mountains melted 
before the power that filled them; 
working mightily for them, as well as 
in them, one ever following the other- 
By which they ſaw plainly, to their 
exceeding great confirmation and com- 
fort, that all things were poſlible with 
him with whom they had to do. And 
that the more that which God required 
feemed to croſs man's wiſdom, and ex- 


poſe them to man's wrath, the more 
God 


M4 


= % 12 


© kn, <4 26 fr me & 2 S ay 8 98 3 


RIEL : r 
n 8 2 , Woe 
1 F 
* n 


ow) © 1 


God appeared to help and carry them 
through all to his glory. | | 


nſomuch, that if ever any people 
could ſay in truth, Thou art our Sun 
and our Shield, our Rock and Sanctu- 
ary; and by thee we have leaped over a 
wall, and by thee we have run through 


a troop, and by thee we have put the 


armies of the aliens 'to flight ; theſe 
people had a right to. ſay it. And as 
God had delivered their fouls of the 


 weariſome burdens of ſin and vanity, 


and enriched their poverty of ſpirit, 


and fatisfied their great hunger and 


thirſt after eternal righteouſneſs, and 
filled them with the good things of his 
own houſe, and made them ſtewards of 
his manifold gifts; ſo they went forth 
to all quarters of theſe nations, to de- 
clare to the inhabitants thereof, what 
God had done for them ; what they 
had found, and where and how they 
had found it, viz. The way to peace 
with God : inviting all to come and 


fee, and taſte for themſelves, the truth 


of what they declared unto them. 
| ws And 
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And as their teſtimony was to'the 


principle of God in man, the precious 


pearl and leaven of the kingdom, as 
the only bleſſed means appointed of 
God to quicken, convince, and ſancti- 


fy man; ſo they opened to them what 


it was in itſelf, and what it was given 
to them for: how they might know it 


from their own ſpirit, and that of the 


ſubtle appearance of the evil one : and 


what it would do for all thoſe whoſe 


minds ſhould be turned off from the 
vanity, of the world, and its lifeleſs 
ways and teachers, and adhere to his 
bleſſed light in themſelves, which diſ- 
covers and condemns fin im all its ap- 

earances, and ſhews, how to overcome 
it, if minded and obeyed in its holy 
manifeſtations and convictions: giving 


Power to ſuch, to avoid and reſiſt thoſe 


things that do not pleaſe God, and to 
grow ſtrong in love, faith, and good 
works. That ſo man, whom fin hath 
made as a wilderneſs, ' over-run with 
briers and thorns, might become as 
the garden of God, cultivated by his 


divine power, and repleniſhed with the 
moſt virtuous and beautiful plants of 


God's 
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the God's own right-hand planting, to his 
dus eternal praiſe. 

ae But theſe experimental preachers of 
Ki- glad tidings of God's truth and king- 
hat dom could not run when they liſt, or 
en pray or preach when they pleaſed, but 
it as Chriſt their Redeemer prepared and 
the moved them by his own bleſſed ſpirit, 
nd for which they waited in their ſervices 
oſe and meetings, and ſpoke as that gave 
Hh them utterance ; and which was as 
aſe thoſe having authority, and not like 


his . { the dreaming, dry, and formal Phari- 


if. ſees. And fo it plainly appeared to 
g the ſerious- minded, whole ſpiritual eye 
P- £ N 2 2 f 
* the Lord Jeſus had in any meaſure 
ly opened: ſo that to one was given the 
ns word of exhortation, to another the 
oſe word of reproof, to another the word 


of conſolation, and all by the fame 
od ſpirit, and in the good order thereof, 


th to the convincing and edifying of 
h PT 1 
as | a 25 
his And, truly, they waxed- ſtrong and 


the 1 bold through faithfulneſs ; and by the 
of Power and ſpirit of the Lord Jeſus 
WO bw: D2 became 
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became very fruitful ; thouſands, in a 
ſhort time, being turned to the truth 
in the inward parts, through their 
teſtimony in miniſtry and ſufferings : 


inſomuch as, in moſt counties, and 


many of the conſiderable towns of 
England, meetings were ſettled, and 


daily there were added ſuch as ſhould 


be faved. For they were diligent to 


plant and to water, and the Lord 
bleſſed their labours with an exceeding 


great increaſe ; notwithſtanding all the 
. oppoſition made to their bleſſed pro- 


greſs, by falſe rumours, 8 
and bitter perſecutions; not only from 
the powers of the earth, but from 


every one that liſted to injure and 


abuſe them: ſo that they ſeemed, in- 

deed, to be as poor ſheep appointed to 
the ſlaughter, and as a people killed 
all the day long. EI? 


It were fitter for a volume than a 


preface; but ſo much as to, repeat the 


contents of their cruel ſufferings from 
profeflors as well as from prophane, 
and from magiſtrates as well as the 
rabble : that it may be ſaid of this 

| aubuſed 
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abuſed and deſpiſed people, they went 
forth weeping, and ſowed in tears, 
bearing teſtimony to the precious ſeed, 
even the ſeed of the kingdom, which 


Z ſands not in words, the fineſt, the 


higheſt that man's wit can uſe; but in 
power, the power of Chriſt Jeſus, to 
whom God the Father hath given all 
power in heaven and in earth, that he 
might rule angels above, and men be- 
low. Who impowered them, as their 
work witneſſeth, by the many that 
were turned, through their miniſtry, 
from darkneſs to the light, and out of 
the broad into the narrow way of life 
and peace ; bringing people to a weigh- 
ty, ſerious, and God-like converſation 
the practice of that doctrine which they 
taught. I Hs: 


And as without this ſecret divine 
power, there is no quickening and re- 
generating of dead ſouls, ſo the want 
of this generating and begetting power 
and life, is the cauſe of the little fruit 


that the many miniſtries, that have 


been and are in the world, bring forth. 
Ger both miniſters and people were 


1. * 


ſenſible of this My foul is often trou- 


bled. for them, and ſorrow and mourn- 
ing- compaſs me about for their fakes. 
O that they were wiſe! O that they 
would conſider, and lay to heart the 
things that truly and ſubſtantially make 


OO 


for their laſting peace ! 


Two things are to be conſidered ; 
the doctrine they taught, and the ex- 
ample they led among all. people. I 
have already touched upon their fun- 
damental principle, which is as the 
corner-ſtone of their fabrick : and, 
indeed, to ſpeak eminently and pro- 
perly, their characteriſticx, or main 


diſtinguiſhing point or principle, viz. 


the light of Chriſt within, as God's 
gift for man's ſalvation. This, I ſay, 
is as the root of the goodly tree of 
doctrines that grew and branched out 
from it, which I ſhall now mention in 
their natural and experimental order. 
Firſt, repentance from dead works 
to ſerve the living God. Which com- 
prehends three operations. Firſt, a 
_ fight. of fin. Secondly, a ſenſe 
* 


and 
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- _* godly forrow for fin. Thirdly, an a- 
0 7 mendment for the time to come. This 


was the repentance they preached and 

preſſed, and a natural reſult from the 
principle they turned all people unto. 
+* For of light came ſight ; and of ſight 
came ſenſe and forrow; and of ſenſe 
and forrow came amendment of life. 
Which doctrine of repentance leads to 
juſtification; that is, forgiveneſs of 


W 


1 the fins that are paſt, through Chriſt 
* the alone propitiation, and the ſancti- 
\e fication or purgation of the ſoul from 
d, the defiling nature and habits of ſin 
o- N by the ſpirit of Chriſt in the 
in dul; which is juſtification in the com- 
2. plete ſenſe of that word: comprehend- 
Ps ing both juſtification from the guilt of 
u. the ſins that are paſt, as if they had 
of never been committed, through the 
ue | love and mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
in and the creature's being made inwardly 
juft, through the cleanſing and ſancti- 


fying power and fpirit of Chrift re- 


ks KY vealed in the ſoul; which is commonly 
m- KK called ſanctification. But none can 

a Þ} come to know Chriſt to be their ſa- 
ad MK crifice that reject him as their ſancti- 
ly Pe Re on fier ; 
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fier: the end of his coming being to 
ſave his people from the nature and 


defilement, às well as guilt of ſin; 
and, therefore, thoſe that reſiſt his 


light and ſpirit, make his coming and 


8 of none effect to them. 


From hence ſprang a ſecond doctrine 


they were led to declare, as the mark 


of the prize of the high calling to all 
true Chriſtians, viz. Perfection from 


fin, according to the ſcriptures of 


truth ; which teſtify it to be the end 
of Chriſt's coming, and the nature of 
his kingdom, and for which his. ſpirit 
was: and is given, viz. to be perfect as 


our Heavenly F ather is perfect, and 
holy, becauſe God is holy. And this 
the apoſtles laboured for, that the 


Chriſtians ſhould be ſanctified through- 


out in body, ſoul, and ſpirit; but 
they never held a perfection i in wiſdom 
and glory in this Iife, or from natural 
infirmities, or death, as ſome have, 


With a weak or ill mind, imagined and 
inſinuated i them. 5 
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This they called a redeemed ſtate, 
regeneration, or the new birth : teach- 
ing every where, according to their 
foundation, that unleſs this work was: 
known, there was no inheriting of the 
kingdom of God. Poet | 


Thirdly, this leads to an acknow- 
ledgment of eternal rewards and pu- 
niſhments, as they have good reaſon ; 
for elſe, of all people, certainly they 
muſt be moſt miſerable, who, for 
above forty years, have been exceed- 
ing great ſufferers for their profeſſion; 
and, in ſome caſes, treated worſe than 
the worſt of men; yea, as the refuſe 


and off-ſcouring of all things. 


This was the purport of their doc- 


trine and miniftry ; which, for the 


molt part, is what other profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity pretend to hold in words: 
and forms, but not in the power of: 
godlineſs ; which, generally ſpeaking,- 
has been long loſt by mens departing 


from that principle and ſeed of life that 


is in man, and which man has not re- 
garded, but loſt the ſenſe of ; and In 
| | | ws..." 


formality, 


ing them 3. 
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and by which he can l be quickened 
in his mind to ſerve che living God in 
newneſs of life. For as the life of 


| religion was loſt, and the generality 
ved and worſhipped God after their 


own wills, and not after the will of 
God, nor the mind of Chriſt, which 
ſtood. in the works and fruits of the 
Holy Spirit; ſo that which theſe preſt, 


was not notion, but experience; not 
but godlineſs; as being ſen- 


ſible in themſelves, through the work 
of God's righteous , judgments, that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ever ſee 
the Lord with comfort. 


| Beſides theſe general dnfkcires, as 
the larger branches, there ſprang forth 
ſeveral particular doctrines, that did 
ality and farther explain the truth 


and efficacy of the general doctrine, 
before obſerved, in their lives and ex- 


TOES: As, 

I. Communiom * loving one ano- 
ther. This is a noted mark in the 
mouths of all ſorts of people concern- 
they will mect, they will 
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d help and ſtick one to another. Whence 
IN it is common to hear ſome ſay, «© Look 
of how the Quakers love and take care of 
y one another.“ Others, leſs moderate, 

. will ſay, „The Quakers love none 
of but themſelves :” and if loving one 
Jy! another, and having an intimate com- 
1e 


munion in * * and conſtant care 
t, to meet to worſhip God, and help one 
Ot another, be any mark of primitive 
- WF Chriſtianity, they had it, bleſſed be 


k the Lord, in an ample manner. 
C : II. To love enemies. This they 


both taught and practiſed. For they 
did not only refuſe to be revenged for 
18 injuries done them, and condemned it 
h as of an unchriſtian ſpirit; but they 
d did freely forgive, yea, help and relieve 
h fthoſe that had been cruel to them, 
8. when it was in their power to have 
- been even with them; of which many 
— and ſingular inſtances might be given: 
endeavouring, through faith and pa- 


— tience, to overcome all injuſtice and 
e oppreſſion, and preaching this doctrine 
7 . as Chriſtian; for others to follow. 
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HI. - Another was, the ſufficiency 


of truth-ſpenkang, according to Chriſt's 


own form: of ſound words, of yea, 
rang and nay, nay, among Chriſtians, 
without ſwearing, both from Chriſt's 


_ expreſs prohibition to ſwear at all, 


Mat. v. and for that, they being under 
the tie and bond of truth in themſelves, 
there was no neceſſity for an oath z and 
it would be a reproach to their Chri- 
ſtian veracity to aſſure their truth by | 
ſuch an extraordinary way of ſpeaking; 


ſimple and uncompounded anſwers, as 


yea and nay, without aſſeveration, at- 
teſtation, or ſupernatural vouchers, 
being moſt ſuitable to evangelical righ- 
teouſneſs. But offering, at the fame 
time, to be puntſhed to the full for 
falſe-ſpeaking, as others for perjury, 
if ever guilty of it: and hereby they 
exclude with all true, all falſe and 

ſwearing; for which the 


prophane | 
land did and doth mourn, and the 


ns, and is, apt; n Vick ob 
tended with 1t 


Iv. Not l but ſuſſering, 


is another teſtimony peculiar to this 


people: 


[ 39 ] 


people : they affirm that Chriſtianity 
teacheth people to beat their ſwords 
into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears 
into pruning-hooks, and to learn war 
no more; that ſo the wolf may lie 
down with the lamb, and the lion with 
the calf, and nothing that deſtroys be 
entertained. in the hearts of people : 


exhorting them to employ their zeal 


againſt ſin, and turn their anger againſt 
Satan, and no longer war one againſt 
another ; becauſe all wars and fightings 
come of mens own hearts luſts, ac- 
cording to the apoſtle James, and not 


of the meek ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who 1s captain of another warfare, and 


which is carried on with other wea- 
pons. Thus, as truth-ſpeaking ſuc- 
ceeded ſwearing, ſo faith and patience 
ſucceeded fighting, in the doctrine and 
practice of this people. Nor ought 
they for this to be obnoxious to civil 
government, ſince if they cannot fight 
for it, neither can they fight againſt 
it; which is no mean ſecurity to any 
ſtate. Nor is it reaſonable, that people 
ſhould be blamed, for not doing more 
for others than they can do for them- 
9 TW 
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in the diſcharge of his office. 


TIT Þ 3 
ſelves. And, Chriſtianity ſet aſide, if 
the coſts and fruits of war were well 
conſidered, peace, with all its inconve- 
niencies, 1s generally preferable. But 


though they were not for fighting, they 


were for ſubmitting to government ; 
and that, not only for Kar, but for 
conſcience - ſake, where government 
doth not interfere with conſcience; 
believing it to be an ordinance of God, 
and where it is juſtly adminiftered, a 
great benefit to mankind. Though it 
has been their lot, through blind zeal 


in ſome, and intereſt in others, to have 
felt the ſtrokes of it with greater weight 


and rigour than any other perſuaſion in 
this age; whilſt they of all others, 
religion ſet aſide, have given the civil 
magiſtrate the leaſt occaſion of trouble 


V. Another part of the character of 


this people was, and is, they refuſe to 
pay tithes or maintenance to a national 
miniſtry; and that for two reaſons : 
the one 1s, they believe all compelled 


maintenance, even to gofpel-minifters, 


to be unlawful, becauſe expreſſy con- 
5 | | trary 
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trary to Chriſt's command, who ſaid, 
% Freely. you have received, freely 
give :” at leaſt, that the maintenance 
of goſpel-miniſters ſhould be free, and 
not forced. The other reaſon of their 
refuſal is, becauſe thoſe miniſters are 
not goſpel ones, in that the Holy Ghoſt 
is not their foundation, but human 
arts and parts. So that it is not matter 
of humour or ſullenneſs, but pure 
conſcience towards God, that they can- 
not help to ſupport national miniſtries 
where they dwell, which are but too 
much and too viſibly become N 
worldly advantage and preferment. 


VI. Not to reſpect perſons, was, 
and is another of their doctrines and 
practices, for which they were often 
buffetted and abuſed. They affirmed 
it to be ſinful to give flattering titles, 
or to uſe vain geſtures and compliments 
of reſpect. Though to virtue and 
authority they ever made a difference; 
but after their plain and homely man- 
ner, yet fincere and ſubſtantial way: 
well remembering the examples of 
Mordecai and Elihu; but more eſpe- 
E 2 cially 
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tated 
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2 ] 
cially the command of their Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who forbad his 
followers to call men Rabbi, which 
implies Lord or Maſter; alſo the 
faſhionable greetings and falutations of 
thoſe times; that ſo ſelf- love and ho- 
nour, to which the proud mind of man 
is incident, in his fallen eſtate, might 


not be indulged but rebuked. And 


6 


though this rendered their converſation 
diſagreeable, yet they that will re- 


member what Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, = 


* How can you believe which receive 
honour one of another,” will abate of 
their reſentment, if his doctrine has 
any credit with them. 


VII. They alſo uſed the plain lan- 
guage of Thee and Thou, to a ſingle 
_ perſon, whatever was his degree among 
men. And, indeed, the wiſdom of 
God was much ſeen in bringing forth 
this people in ſo plain an appearance. 
For it was a cloſe and diſtinguiſhing 
teſt upon the ſpirits of thoſe they came 
among; ſhewing their inſides, and 


what predominated, notwithſtanding 


their high and great profeſſion of reli- 
| gion. 
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gion. This among the reſt ſounded ſo 
harſh to many of them, and they took. 
it ſo ill, that they would ſay, Thou 
me, thou my dog If thou thoueſt 
me, I will thou thy teeth down thy 
throat; forgetting the language they 
uſe to God in their own prayers, and 
the common ſtile of the ſcriptures, and 
that it is an abſolute and eſſential pro- 
priety of ſpeech. And what good, 
alas! had their religion done them, 
who were ſo ſenſibly touched with 
indignation for the uſe of this plain, 
honeſt, and true ſpeech? 


VIII. They recommended filence 
by their example, having very few 
words upon All occaſiqns. They were 
at a word in dealing: nor could their 
cuſtomers, with many words, tempt 
them trom it, having more regard to 
truth than cuſtom, to example than 
gam. They fought ſolitude ; but 
when in company, they would neither 
ule, nor willingly hear unnceſſary or 
unlawful diſcourſes: whereby they 
preſerved their minds pure and undiſ- 
turbed from unprofitable thoughts, 
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and diverſions. Nor could they hu- 
mour the cuſtom of Good Night, Good 
Morrow, God Speed; for they knew 
the night was good, and the day was 


good, without wiſhing of either; and 


that in the other expreſſion, the holy 
name of God was too lightly and un- 
thankfully uſed, and therefore taken 
in vain. Beſides, they were words 
and wiſhes of courſe, and are uſually 
as little meant, as are love and ſervice 


in the cuſtom of cap and knee; and 
ſuperfluity in thoſe, as well as in other 
things, was burthenſome to them; 


and, therefore, they did not only de- 
cline to uſe them, but found themſelves 
often preſſed to reprove the practice. 


IX. For the ſame reaſon they for- 
bore drinking to people, or pledging 
of them, as the manner of the world 
is: a practice that is not only unne- 


ceſſary, but they thought evil in the 


tendencies of it, being a provocation 


to drink more than did people good, 


as well as that it was in itſelf vain and 
Heatheniſh. 
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hu- X. Their way of marriage is pecu- 
ood MR liar to them; and ſhews a diftinguiſh- 
new ing care above other ſocieties profeſſing 
was KF Chriſtianity. They ſay, That marri- 
and gage is an ordinance of God, and that 
holy God only can rightly join man and 
un- woman in marriage. Therefore, they 
ken uſe neither prieſt nor magiſtrate ; but 
ords the man and woman concerned, take 
each other as huſband and wife, in the 
vice |W preſence of divers credible witneſſes, 
and [MF promiſing to each other, with God's 
'E aſſiſtance, to be loving and faithful in 
that relation, till death ſhall ſeparate 
de- them. But antecedent to this, they 
Ives WR firſt preſent themſelves to the monthly- 
meeting for the affairs of the church 
where they reſide; there declaring their 
intentions to take one another as huſ- 
band and wife, if the ſaid meeting 
rid have nothing material to object — 
ne- it. They are conſtantly aſked the ne- 
the ceſſary queſtions, as in caſe of parents 
tion or guardians, if they have acquainted 
them with their intention, and have 
and their conſent, &c. The method of 
the meeting is, to take a minute there- 
of, and to appoint proper. perſons to 
2 | enquire 
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46 
enquire of their converſation and clear- 
neſs from all others, and whether ther 
have diſcharged their duty to their 
parents or guardians; and to make 
report thereof to the next monthly- 
meeting, where the ſame parties are 
dleſired to give their attendance. In 
caſe it appears they have proceeded 
orderly, the meeting paſſes their pro- 
poſal, and ſo records it in their meet- 
ing- book. And in caſe the woman be 
a widow and hath children, due care is 
there taken that proviſion alſo be made 
by her for the orphans, before the 
meeting paſs the propoſals of e : 
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adviſing the parties concerned, to ap- 

point a convenient time and place, and 

to give fitting notice to their relations, tl 
and fuch friends and neighbours, as * 
they deſire ſhould be the witneſſes of AM 
their marriage: where they take one: u 
another by the hand, and by name th 
promiſe reciprocally love and fidelity, 2 
after the manner before expreſſed. Of te 
all which proceedings, a narrative in V: 
way of certificate is made, to which a1 
the ſaid parties firſt ſet their hands, 19) 
2 885 confirming it as their act and u 


deed; 
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deed ; and then divers relations, ſpec- 
tators, and auditors ſet their names as 
witneſſes of what they ſaid and ſigned. 
And this certificate is afterward regi- 
ſtered in the record belonging to the 
meeting where the marriage is ſolemni- 
zed. Which regular method has been, 
as it deſerves, adjudged in courts of 
law a good marriage, where it has 
been by croſs and ill people diſputed 
and conteſted, for want of the accu- 


ſtomed formalities of prieſt and ring, 
& c. ceremonies they have refuſed: not 


out of humour, but conſcience reaſon- 
ably grounded; inaſmuch as no ſcrip- 
ture- example tells us, that the prieſt 
had any other part of old time, than 
that of a witneſs among, the reſt, before 
whom the Jews uſed to take one ano- 
ther : and, therefore, this people look 
upon it, as an impoſition to advance 
the power and profits of the clergy : 
and tor the uſe of the ring, it 1s enough 
to ſay, that it was an Heatheniſh and 
vain cuſtom, and never in practice 
among the people of God, Jews or 
primitive Chriſtians. The words of the 
uſual form, as with my body I thee 
_ worſhip, 
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worſhip,” &c. are hardly defenſible. 
In ſhort, they are more careful, exact, 
and regular, than any form now uſed ; 
and 1t 1s free of the inconveniences, 
with which other methods are attended : 
their care and checks being ſo many, 
and ſuch, as that no clandeſtine mar- 
riages can be performed among them. 


XI. It may not be unfit to ſay ſome- 
thing here of their births and burials, 
which make up ſo much of the pomp 
of too many called Chriſtians. For 
births, the parents name their own 
children; which is uſually ſome days 
after they are born, in the preſence of 
the mid wife, if ſhe can be there, and 
thoſe that were at the birth, who after- 
wards ſign a certificate for that purpoſe 
Prepared, of the birth and name of the 
child or children; which is recorded. 
in a proper book, in the monthly- 
meeting to which the parents belong; 
avoiding the accuſtomed ceremonies 


and feſtivals. 
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of the deceaſed be near any publick 
meeting-place, it is uſually carried 
thither, for the more convenient re- 
ception of thoſe that accompany it to 
the buring- ground. And it fo falls 
out ſometimes, that while the meeting 


is gathering for the burial, ſome or 


other has a word of exhortation, for 
the ſake of the people there met toge- 
ther. After which the body is borne 
away by young men, or elſe thoſe that 
are of their neighbourhood, or thoſe 
that were moſt of the intimacy of the 
deceaſed party: the corps being in a 
plain coffin, without any covering or 
furniture upon it. At the ground they 
pauſe ſome time before they put the 
body into its grave, that if any there 
ſhould have any thing upon them to 
exhort the people, they may not be 
diſappointed; and that the relations 
may the more retiredly and ſolemnly 


take their laſt leave of the body of 
their departed kindred, and the ſpecta- 


tors have a ſenſe of mortality, by the 
occaſion then given them, to reflect 


upon their own latter-end. Otherwiſe, 
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thoſe occaſions. Neither do the kind- 


red of the deceaſed ever wear mourn- 


ing ;* they looking upon 1t as a worldly 
ceremony and piece of pomp ; and that 
what mourning is fit for a Chriſtian to 
have, at the departure of a beloved 
relation or friend, ſhould be worn in 


the mind, which 1s only ſenſible of the 
loſs : and the love they had to them, 


and remembrance of them, to be out- 
wardly expreſſed by a reſpect to their 
advice, and care of thoſe they have lett 
behind them, and their love of that 
they loved. Which conduct of theirs, 
though unmodiſh or unfaſhionable, 
leaves nothing of the ſubſtance of 
things neglected or undone : and as 
they aim at no more, ſo that ſimplicity 
of life is what they obſerve with great 


N. B. Since the time this account was 
firſt publiſhed, anno 1694, ſome of the poſterity 
of this people have viſibly degenerated — the 
primitive plainneſs of their predeceſſors in this 
reſpect; nevertheleſs, the collective ſenſe and 
judgment of the church, herein, remains the 
ſame, as is manifeſt by the frequent advices 
given forth from their yearly and other meet- 
_—_ . | | | 
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ſatisfaction; though it ſometimes hap- 
pens not to be without the mockeries 
of the vain world they live in. 


Theſe things to be ſure gave them a 
rough and diſagreeable appearance with 
the generality; who thought them 
turners of the world upſide down, as, 
indeed, in ſome ſenſe they were: but 
in no other than that wherein Paul was 
ſo charged, viz. To bring things back 
into their primitive and right order 
again. For theſe and ſuch like prac- 
tices of theirs were not the reſult of 
ef humour, or for civil diſtinction, as 
ſome have fancied, but a-fruit of in- 
ward ſenſe, which God, through his 
holy fear, had begotten. in them. They 
did not conſider how to contradict the 
world, or diſtinguiſh themſelves as a 
party from others; it being none of 
their buſineſs, as it was not their in- 
tereſt; no, it was not the reſult of 
conſultation, or a framed deſign, by 
which to declare or recommend ſchiſm 
or novelty. But God having given 
them a ſight of themſelves, they ſaw 


the whole world in the ſame glaſs of 


truth; 
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truth ; and ſenſibly diſcerned the af- 
fections and paſſions of men, and the 
riſe and tendency of things : what it 
was that gratified the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the. eye, and the pride of 
Iife, which are not of the Father, but 
of the world. And from thence ſprang, 
in the night of darkneſs and apoſtacy, 
which hath been over people through 
their degeneration from the light and 
ſpirit of God, theſe and many other 
vain cuſtoms, which are ſeen, by the 
| heavenly day of Chriſt that dawns in 
the ſoul, to be either wrong in their 
original, or, by time and abuſe, hurt- 
ful in their practice. And though 
theſe things ſeemed trivial to ſome, 
and rendered theſe people ſtingy and 
conceited in ſuch perſons opinion ; 
there was and is more in them, than 
they were, or are, aware f. 


It was not yery eaſy to our primitive 
friends to make themſelves ſights and 
ſpectacles, and the ſcorn and deriſion 
of the world; which they eaſily fore- 
ſaw muſt be the conſequence. of ſo 
unfaſhionable a converſation in it: en 
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here was the wiſdom of God ſeen in 


the fooliſhneſs of theſe things; firſt, 
that they diſcovered the ſatisfa&tion.and 
concern that people had in and for the 
faſhions of this world, notwithſtanding 
their high pretences to another: in 
that any diſappointment about them 


came ſo very near them, as that the 


greateſt honeſty, virtue, wiſdom, and 


ability, were unwelcome without them. 
Secondly, it ſeaſonably and profitably 


divided converſation ; for this making 


their ſociety uneaſy to their relations 
and acquaintance, it gave them the 
opportunity of more. retirement and- 
ſolitude ; wherein they met with better 
company, even the Lord God their 
Redeemer ; and grew. ſtrong in his 
love, power, and wiſdom, and were 
thereby better qualified for his ſervice. 
And the ſucceſs abundantly ſhowed it, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord: 


And though they were not great and 
learned in the eſteem of this world, 
(for then they had not wanted fol- 
lowers upon their own credit and au- 


thority) yet they were generally of the 


2 moſt 


54 1 
moſt ſober of the ſeveral perſuaſions 
they were in, and of the moſt repute 
for religion; and many of them of 
good capacity, ſubſtance, and account 
among men. i” SARI) 


| And alſo ſome among them wanted. 
IH not for parts, learning, or eſtate; | 
TE though then as of old, not many wile, - 
1 or noble, &c. were called; or, at 
1 leaſt, received the heavenly call, be- 
cauſe of the croſs that attended the 
profeſſion of it in ſincerity. But nei- 
ther do parts or learning make men the 
better Chriſtians, though the better 
orators and diſputants; and it is the 
ignorance of people about the divine 
gift, that cauſes that vulgar and miſ- 
chievous miſtake, Theory and prac- 
- tice, ſpeculation and enjoyment, words 
and life, are two things. O it is the 
itent, the reformed, the lowly, the 
watchful, the ſelf-denying and holy 
ſoul, that is the Chriſtian !* And that 
frame is the fruit and work of the 
ſpirit, which is the life of Jeſus : whoſe 
[Ute, though hid in the fulneſs of it in 
| | God the Father, is ſhed abroad in the 


hearts 
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hearts of them that truly believe, ac- 
cording to their capacity. O that 
people did but know this to cleanſe 
them, to circumciſe them, to quicken 
them, and to make them new creatures 
indeed! re-created, or regenerated, at- 
ter Chriſt Jeſus unto good works ; 
that they might live to God, and not 
to themſelves; and offer up living 
prayers and living praiſes to the living 
God, through his own living ſpirit, in 
which he is only to be worſhipped in 
this goſpel day. 1 279 


O that they that read me could but 
feel me ! for my heart is affected with 
this merciful viſitation of the Father of 
lights and ſpirits to this poor nation, 
and the whole world through the ſame 
teſtimony. Why ſhould the inhabi- 
tants thereof reject it? Why ſhould 
they loſe the bleſſed benefit of it ? 
Why ſhould they not turn to the Lord 
with all their hearts, and ſay from the 
heart, Speak Lord, for now thy poor 
lervants hear : O that thy will may be 
done; thy great, thy good, and holy 
will, in earth as it is in heaven! do it 

49 in 
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in us, do-it upon us, do what thou 


-wilt with us; for we are thine, and 


deſire to glorify thee our Creator, both 
for that, and becauſe thou art our 
Redeemer ; for thou art redeeming us 


from the earth, from the vanities and 
pollutions of it, to be a peculiar people 
- unto thee. 

for England, if ſo ſhe could ſay in 
truth ! but alas, the caſe is otherwiſe ; 


for which ſome of thine inhabitants, 


© land of my nativity, have mourned 
over thee with bitter wailing and la- 
mentation. Their heads have been, 
indeed, as waters, and their eyes as 
fountains of tears, becauſe of thy 
tranſgreſſion and ſtiff- neckedneſs; be- 
cauſe thou wilt not hear, and fear, and 
return to the Rock, even thy Rock, 
O England, from whence thou art 
hewn. But be thou warned, O land 
of great profeſſion, to receive him 
into thy heart. Behold, at that door 
it is he hath ſtood ſo long knocking; 
but thou wilt yet have none of him. 
O be thou awakened | left Jeruſalem's 
judgments do ſwiftly overtake thee, 
becauſe of Jeruſalem's fins that abound 
$6, in 


O this were a brave day 
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in thee. For ſhe abounded in forma- 
lity, but made void the weighty things 
of God's law, as thou daily doſt. 


| She withſtood the Son of God in 
the fleſh, and thou reſiſteſt the Son of 
God in the ſpirit. He would have ga- 
thered her as an hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ſhe: 
would not ; ſo would he have gathered. 
thee out of thy lifeleſs profeſſion, and 
have brought thee to inherit ſubſtance; 
to have known his power and king- 


dom: for which he often knocked. 


within, by his grace and ſpirit; and 
without, by his ſervants and witneſſes: 


but on the contrary, as Jeruſalem of 


old perſecuted the manifeſtation of the 
Son of God in the fleſh, and crucified 
him, and whipped and impriſoned his 
ſervants; ſo haſt thou, O land, cru. 
cified to thy {elf afreſh the Lord of life 
and glory, and done deſpite. to his 
ſpirit of grace; ſlighting the fatherly 
viſitation, and pertecuting the bleſſed 
diſpenſers of it by thy laws and magi- 
ſtrates: though they have early and; 
late 8 with thee . 8 

— 
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ſpirit of the Lord; in love and meek- 


neſs, that thou mighteſt know the 
Lord, and ſerve him, and become the. 
glory of all lands. 


But thou haſt evilly entreated and 
requited them, thou haſt ſet at nought 
all their counſel, and wouldſt have 
none of their reproof, as thou ſhouldſt 
have had. Their appearance was too 
ſtraight, and their qualifications were 
too mean for thee to receive them; 
like the Jews of old, that cried, Is: 
not this the Carpenter's Son, and are 


not his brethren among us; which of 


the ſcribes, of the learned (the ortho- 
dox) believe in him? Propheſying 
their fall in a year or two, and making 
and executing of ſevere laws to bring it 
to paſs: endeavouring to terrify them 
out of their holy way, or deſtroy them 
for abiding faithful to it. But thou 
haſt ſeen how many goverments that 
roſe againſt them, and determined their 


downtal; have been overturned and 


extinguiſhed, and that they are till 
preſerved, and become a great and a 
onſiderable people, among the middle 
aac: ſort 
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*Z fortof thy numerous inhabitants. And 
* notwithſtanding the many difficulties 

without and within, which they have 

laboured under, ſince the Lord God 

c eternal firſt gathered them, they are an 
| '# encteaſing people; the Lord {till ad- 
ding unto them, in divers parts, ſuch 

as ſhall be ſaved, if they perſevere to 
the end, And to thee, O England! 
pere they, and are they lifted up as a 
| 1 ' ſtandard, and as a city ſet upon an hill, 

'3 and to the nations round about thee, 
that in their light thou mayſt come to 
ſee light, even in Chriſt Jeſus the light 
of the world, and, therefore, thy light 
and life too, if thou wouldſt but tun 
from thy many evil ways, and receive 
and obey it. For in the light of 
the Lamb muſt the nations of them 
that are ſaved walk,” as the ſcripture 


teſtifies. 
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Remember, O nation of great pro- 
feſſion, how the Lord has waited upon 
thee ſince the dawning reformation, 
and the many mercies and judgments 
by which he has pleaded with thee; 
and awake and ariſe out of thy deep 

ſleep, 
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Neep, and yet hear his word in thy 


heart, that thou mayſt live. 


Let not this thy day of viſitation 
paſs over thy head, nor neglect thou 
ſo great ſalvation as is this which is 


come to thy houſe, O England, for 


why houldſt thou die? O land that 


God deſires to-bleſs, be aſſured it is 


he that has been in the midſt of this 


people, in the midſt of thee, and not a 
deluſion, as thy miſtaken teachers have 
made ' thee believe. 


ion. 


r : g * 1 gf r 5 
rn 1 1 2 * 2 „ 
K 1 WOE 4 e a i ved * gone hs D 
r „ 
rn n r TR a fl STALLS EIS Y- n 0 
—_— — 1 Ra. 25} es f 1 CT 2 0 q—_ 8 
1 1 2 7 vo Ee A SN Tt en * : by: — Sx I 
N vo 41 ' , * TE R 1 
gondii n n 4 Fx 3 
F 
Er 


And this thou 
ſhalt find by their marks and fruits, if 
thou wilt conſider them i in the rg of | 
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k 
S AP. III. 
07 the qualifications of their miniſtry: 
A Eleven marks * it is Coriftian. | 
1. HEY were changed - men ll 
themſelves, before they went 4 
1 about t to change others. Their hearts i 
were rent as well as their garments; i 
and they knew the power and work of | 
7 God upon them. And this was ſeen 
by the great alteration it made, and 
their ſtriker courſe of life, and more 
godly converſation that immediateln 
followed upon it. : 
II. They went not forth, or preach- 
: ed, in their own time or will, but in 
the will of God; and ſpoke not their 
| own ſtudied matters, but as they were 


opened and moved of his ſpirit, with 
which they were well acquainted in 
their own converſion : which cannot 
be expreſſed to carnal men, ſo as to 
2 give them any intelligible A 5 
or 


5 
; 
: 
| 
14 
> 
: 
I 
} 


„ re CO RTP On ar — eek 


L ve 3 
for to ſuch it is, as Chriſt. ſaid, like 


the blowing of the wind, which no 


man knows whence it cometh, or whi- 
ther it goeth. Yet this proof and ſeal 
went along with their miniſtry, that 
many were turned from their lifeleſs 
profeſſions, and the evil of their ways, 
to an inward and experimental know- 
ledge of God, and an holy life, as 
thouſands can witneſs, And as they 


freely received what they had to ſay ' 


from the Lord, ſo they freely admini- 
ſtered it to others. 


III. The bent and ſtreſs of their 
miniſtry was converſion to God'; rege- 
neration and - holineſs. Not ſchemes 
of doctrines and verbal creeds, or new 
forms of worſhip ; but a leaving off 


in religion the ſuperfluous, and redu- 


eing the ceremonious and formal part, 
and preſſing earneſtly the ſubſtantial, 


the neceſſary and profitable part to the 


foul; :as all, upon a vious reflection, 
muſt and do ige. 


I. They directed people to 2 


ö in themſelves, though not 


of 
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of themſelves, by which all that they 
aſſerted, preached, and exhorted others 
to, might be wrought in them, and 
known to them, through experience, 
F to be true: which is an high and 
7 © diſtinguiſhing mark of the truth of 
their miniſtry, both that they knew 


2 what they ſaid, and were not afraid of 
2 coming to the teſt. For as they were 
bold from certainty, ſo they required 
7 FF conformity upon no human authority, 
7 but upon conviction, and the convic- 


tion of this principle, which they 
aſſerted was in them that they preached 
, FF unto: and unto that they directed them, 
| that they might examine and prove the 
reality of thoſe things which they had 
| affirmed of it, as to its manifeſtation and 
al work in man. And this is more than 
the many miniſters in the world pre 
tended to. They declare of religion, 


4 ſay many things true, in words 

> God, Chriſt, and the ſpirit; . of 2 
3 neſs and heaven; that all men ſhould 
2 repent and amend their lives, or they 


will go to hell, &c. But which of 
them all pretend to ſpeak of their own 


= knowledge and experience ; or ever 
n 1 G directed 
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which moft other miniſters depend : 
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directed to a divine principle, or agent, 


placed of God in man, to help him; 
and how to know it, and wait to feel 
its power to work that good and ac- 
ceptable will of God in them ? 


Some of them, indeed, have ſpoke 
of the ſpirit, and the operations of it 
to ſanctification, and performance of 
worſhip to God; but where and how 


to find it, and wait in it, to perform 


our duty to God, was yet as a myſtery 
to be declared by this farther degree 
of reformation. So that this people 
did not only in words, more than 
equally preſs repentance, converſion, 


and holineſs, but did it knowingly and 
experimentally ; and directed thoſe, to 
hey preached, to a ſufficient 


whom they | 
principle; and told them where it was, 
and by what tokens they might know 
It, and which way they. might experi- 
ence the power and efficacy of it to 
their ſouls happineſs. Which is more 
and ſpeculation, upon 


for here js certainty ; a bottom upon 
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which man. may boldly appear before 
God in the great day of account. - | 


V. They reached to the inward 
ſtate and condition of people; which 
is an evidence of the virtue: of their 
principle, and of their miniſtering from 


tit, and not from their own imagina- 


tions, gloſſes, or comments upon ſcrip- 
ture. For nothing reaches the heart, 


but what is from the heart; or pierces 


the conſcience, but what comes from a 
living conſcience : inſomuch as it hath 
often happened, where people have 
under ſecrecy revealed their ſtate or 
condition to ſome choice friends, for 
advice, or caſe, they have been ſo par- 
ticulary directed in the miniſtry of this 
people, that they have-challenged their 
friends with diſcovering their ſecrets, 
and telling their preachers their caſes, 
to whom a word had not been ſpoken. . 
Yea, the very thoughts and purpoſes 
of the hearts of many have been fo 
plainly detected, that they have, like 
Nathaniel, cried out of this. inward 
appearance of Chriſt, © Thou art the 
Son of God, thou art the King of 
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Iſrael.” And thoſe that have embraced 
this divine principle, have found this 
mark of its truth and divinity, that 
the woman of Samaria did of Chriſt 
when in the fleſü, to be the Meſſiah, 
viz, It had told them all that ever 
they had done; ſhown them their in- 
ſides, the moſt inward ſecrets of their 
hearts, and laid judgment to the line, 
and righteouſneſs to the plummet ; of 


which, thouſands can at this day give 
in their witneſs. So that nothing has 


been affirmed by this people, of the 
ower and virtue of this heavenly 
principle, that ſuch as have turned to 
it have not found true, and more 
and that one half had not been told to 
them of what they have ſeen of the 
power, purity, wiſdom, and goodneſs 
of God therein. 1 
VI. The accompliſhments, with 
which this principle fitted even ſome 
of the meaneſt of this people for their 
work and ſervice, furniſhing ſome of 
them with an extraordinary underſtand- 


ing in divine things, and an admirable 


fluency and taking-way of expreſſion, 
gave 


CC on 7 


* 
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gave occaſion to ſome to wonder, 


ſaying of them, as of their Maſter, 
ce Is not this ſuch a mechanick's ſon, 
how came he by this learning?“ As 
from thence others took occaſion to 
ſuſpe& and inſinuate they were Jeſuits 
in diſguiſe, who had the reputation 
of learned men for an age paſt; though 
there was not the leaſt ground of truth 


* 


for any ſuch reflection: in that their 


miniſters are known, the places of 
their abode, their kindred and edu- 


cation. | 


VII. That they came forth low, 


and deſpiſed, and hated, as the primi- 


tive Chriſtians did; and not by the 
help of worldly wiſdom or power, as 
former reformations in part have done: 
but in all things it may be ſaid, this 
people were brought forth in the croſs; 
in a contradiction to the ways, wor- 
ſhips, faſhions, and cuſtoms of this 
world; yea, againſt wind and tide, 


that ſo no fleſh might glory before 
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VIII. They could have no deſign 
to themſelves in this work, thus to 
expoſe themſelves to ſcorn and abuſe ; 
leaving wife 
and children, houſe and land, and all 
that can be accounted dear to men, 
with their lives in-their hands, being 
daily in jeopardy, to declare this pri- 
mitive meſſage revived in their ſpirits, 
by the good ſpirit and power of God, 


VIZ, 


That God is light, and in him is 
no darkneſs at all; and that he has 
ſent his ſon a light into the world, to 


enlighten all men in order to falva- 


tion; and that they that ſay they have 
fellowſhip with God, and are his child: 
ren and people, and yet walk in dark- 
1n diſobedience to the light 
in their conſciences, and after the va- 
nity of this world, lie and do not the 


truth. But that all ſuch as love the 


light, and bring their deeds to it, and 
walk in the light, as God 1s light, the. 


blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, ſhould 
cleanſe them from all in. 


Thus John 
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IX. Their known great  conſtanc 
and patience in ſuffering for their teſti- 
mony in all the branches of it; and 
that ſometimes unto death, by beatings, 
bruiſings, long and crowded impriſon- 
ments, and noiſome dungeons: four 
of them in New-England dying by the 
hands of the executioner, purely for 
preaching amongſt that people: beſides 
baniſhments, and exceſſive plunders 
and ſequeſtrations of their goods and 
eſtates, almoſt in all parts, not eaſily 
to be expreſſed, and leſs to have been 
endured, but by thoſe that have the 
ſupport of a good and glorious cauſe; 
refuſing deliverance by any indirect 
ways or means, as often as it was 
offered unto them. | 85 


X. That they did not only not 
ſhow any diſpoſition to revenge, when 

. It was at any time in their power, but 
forgave their cruel enemies; ſhewing 
__—_ to thoſe that had none for them. 
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XI. Their plainneſs with thoſe in 
. like the ancient prophets, 
not fearing to tell them to their faces, 
of their private and publick fins; and 
their prophecies to them of their af- 
flictions and downfal, when in the top 
of their glory : alſo of ſome national 
judgments, as of the Plague, and fire 
of London, in expreſs terms; and 
likewiſe particular ones to divers per- 
ſecutors, which accordingly overtook 
them; and were very remarkable in 
the places where they dwelt, which in 
time may be made publick for the 
glory of God. 


Thus, Hoods thou ſeeſt this pe ople 
in their riſe, principles, 1 and 
progreſs, both their general and parti- 
cular teſtimony; by which thou mayſt 
be informed how, and upon what = 


they ſprang, and be ſo conſider- 


able a peo It remains next, that 
I ſhew their care, conduct, and 
diſcipline, as a Chriſtian and reformed 
ſociety, that they might be found 
Ering up to their own principles and 
profeſion And this the rather, of 
cauſe 


11 

cauſe they have hardly ſuffered more in 
their character from the unjuſt charge 
of error, than by the falſe imputation 
of diſorder: which calumny, indeed, 
has not failed to follow all the true 
ſteps that were ever made to reforma- 
tion, and under which reproach none 
ſuffered more than the primitive Chriſ- 
tians themſelves, that were the honour 
of Chriſtianity, and the great lights 
and examples of their own and ſuc- 
ceeding ages. 
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CHAP. lv. 


Of the diſcipliie and practice of this 
people, as à religious ſociety. The 
church power they own and exerciſe, 
and that which they rejef® and con- 
dem: with the method of their pro- 
 . ceedings againſt erring and diſorderly 


HIS people increaſing daily both 
in town and country, an holy 
care fell upon ſome of the elders among 
them, for the benefit and ſervice of the 
church. And the firſt buſineſs in their 
view, after the example of the primi- 
tive ſaints, was the exerciſe of charity ; 
to ſupply the neceſſities of the poor, 
and anſwer the like occaſions. Where- 
fore collections were early and liberally 
made for that and divers other ſervices. 
in the church, and intruſted with faith- 
ful men, fearing God, and of good 
report, who were not weary in well- 
doing ; adding often of their own in 
> large 
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large proportions, which they never 
brought to account, or deſired ſhould 
be known, much leſs reſtored to them, 
that none might want, nor any ſervice 


be retarded or p 


They were alſo very careful, that 
every one that belonged to them, an- 
ſwered their profeſſion in their beha- 
viour among men, upon all occaſions; 
that they lived peaceably, and were in 
all things good examples. They found 
themſelves engaged to record their ſuf- 
ferings and ſervices: and in the caſe 
of marriage, which they could not per- 
form in the uſual methods of the na- 
tion, but among themſelves, they took 
care that all things were clear between 
the parties and all others: and it was 
then rare, that any one entertained an 
inclination to a perſon on that account, 
till he or ſhe had communicated it ſe- 
cretly to ſome very weighty and emi- 
nent friends among them, that they 
might have a ſenſe of the matter; 
looking to the counſel and unity of 
their brethren as of great moment to 
Ron, But becauſe the charge of the 

poor, 


| 
ö 
[ 


2 — 
n „ 
4 * 


* 
„ 


poor, the number of orphans, marri- 
ages, ſufferings, and other matters, 
multiplied; and that it was good that 
the churches were in ſome way and 


[94 7 


method of proceeding in ſuch affairs 


among them, to the end they might 
the better correſpond upon occaſion, 


where a member of one meeting might 


have to do with one of another; it 
pleaſed the Lord, in his wiſdom and 


goodneſs, to open the underſtanding 
of the firſt inſtrument of this diſpenſa- 
tion of lite, about a good and orderly 


way of proceeding ; who felt an holy 
concern to viſit the churches in perſon 
throughout . this nation, to begin and 


eſtabliſh it among them : and by his 


epiſtles, the like was done in other 


nations and provinces abroad ; which 


he alſo afterwards vilited, and helped . 
; in that ſervice, as ſhall be obſerved 


when I come to ſpeak of him. 


Now the care, 8 and diſci- 
pline, I have been ſpeaking of, and 


which are now practiſed among this 
People, is as s followeth, 


This 
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This godly elder, in every coun 


where he travelled, exhorted them 


that ſome, out of every meeting of 


worſhip, ſhould meet together once in 


the -month, to confer about the wants 
and occaſions of the church. And as 
the caſe required, ſo thoſe monthly- 
meetings were fewer or more in num- 
ber in every reſpective county : four 
or ſix meetings of worſhip, uſually 
making one monthly- meeting of buſi- 
neſs. And accordingly the brethren 
met him from place to place, and 


began the ſaid meetings, viz. For the 


poor, orphans, orderly walking, inte- 
grity to their profeſſion, births, mar- 
riages, burials, ſufferings, &c. And 
that theſe monthly-meetings ſhould, in 
each county, make up one quarterly- 
meeting, where the moſt zealous and 
eminent friends of the county ſhould 
aſſemble to communicate, adviſe, and 


help one another, eſpecially when any 


bulineſs ſeemed difficult, or a month- 
ly-meeting was tender of determining 
a matter. 185 | 
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Alſo that theſe ſeveral quarterly- 


meetings ſhould digeſt the reports of 
their monthly- meetings, and prepare 


one for each refpective county, againſt 


the yearly-meeting, in which all quar- 
terly-meetings refolve ; which is held 
in London : where the churches in 
this nation, and other nations and pro- 
vinces, meet by choſen members of 
their reſpective counties, both mutu- 
ally to communicate their church-af- 
fairs, and to adviſe, and be adviſed 
in any depending caſe, to edification. 
Alſo to provide a requiſite ftock for 
the diſcharge of general expences for 
general fervices in the church, not 
needful to be here particularized. 


At theſe meetings any of the mem- 


bers of the churches may come, if they 


pleaſe, and ſpeak their minds freely, in 
the fear of God, to any matter; but 


the mind of cd quarterly- meeting, 


therein repreſented, is chiefly under- 


ſtood, as to particular caſes, in the 


ſenſe delivered by the perſons. deputed, 
or choſen for that ſervice by the ſaid 
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During their yearly'- meeting, 
which their other meetings _— in 
their order, and naturally reſolve them- 
ſelves, care is taken by a ſelect num- 
ber, for that ſervice, choſen by the 
general aſſembly, to draw up the mi- 
nutes of the faid meeting, upon the 
ſeveral matters that have been under 
conſideration therein, to the end that 
the reſpective quarterly and monthly- 
meetings may be informed of alb pro- 
ceedings ; together-with a general: ex- 
hortation to holineſs, unity, and charity. 
Of all which proceedings in yearly, 
monthly, and quarterly-meetings, due 
record 1s kept by ſome one appointed 
for that ſervice, or that hath: volunta- 
rily undertaken it. Theſe meetings 


are opened and uſually concluded in, 


their ſolemn waiting upon Ged, who! 
is ſometimes graciouſiy pleaſed to an- 
iwer them with as ſignal evidences of 
his love and preſence, as in any of 


their meetings of worſhip. 


It is further to be noted, that in 
theſe ſolemn aſſemblies for the churches 
ſervice, there is no one preſides among 
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them after the manner of the aſſemblies 4 | -5 
of other people; Chriſt only being C 
their Preſident, as he is pleaſed to MF t 


appear in life and wiſdom in any one Q 

or more of them, to whom, whatever h 

be their capacity or degree, the reſt a 

adhere with a firm unity, not of autho- r 

rity but conviction, which is the divine If 

authority and way of Chriſt's power 1 

and ſpirit in his people: making good v 

his bleſſed promiſe, That he would c 

be in the midſt of his, where and t] 

whenever they were met together in his W 

name, even to the end of the world.” fe 

| So be it. | 6-4 0 

| | pe Tn n 

| Now it may be expected, I ſhould tl 
| || here ſet down what fort of authority th 
1 is exerciſed by this people, upon ſuch * 
[ | members of their ſociety as correſpond P 

| | * not in their lives with their profeſſion, Ly 
1 and that are refractory to this good and V1 


|  wholſome order ſettled among them; 18 
1 and the rather, becauſe they have not in 
| wanted their reproach and ſufferings CC 
from ſome tongues and pens, upon CC 
this occaſion, in a pkntiful manner. Pe 
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The power they exerciſe, is fuch as 
Chriſt has given to his own people, to 
the end of the world, in the perſons 
of. his difciples, viz. To overſee, ex- 
hort, reprove, and, after long ſuffering 
and waiting upon the diſobedient and 


refractory, to diſown them, as any 
longer of their communion, or that 
they will ftand charged with 'the-beha- 


viour of ſuch tranſgreſſors or their 
converſation, as any of them, until 
they repent. The ſubject matter about 
which this authority, in any of the 
foregoing branches of it, is exerciſed, 
in relation to common and ge-. 
neral practice. And, ſecondly, about 
thoſe things that more ſtrictly refer to 
their own character and profeſſion, and 
which diſtinguiſh them from all other 
proteſtors of Chriſtianity ; avoidi 
two extremes upon which many 918 


viz. perſecution and libertiniſm, that 


is, a coercive power to whip: people: 
into the temple-; 
conform, though 
conſcience, mall be puniſhed 1 in their 
perſons or eftates : or leaving all loofe: 
and at large, as to practice; and ſo 


3 un- 
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that ſuch as will not 
againſt faith and 
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unaccountable to all but God and the 
magiſtrate. To which hurtful extreme, 
nothing has more contributed than the 
abuſe of church power, by ſuch as 
ſuffer their paſſion and private intereſts 
to prevail with them, to carry it to 
outward force and corporal puniſh- 
ment: a practice they have been 
taught to diſlike, by their extreme 
fufferings, as well as their known prin- 
ciple for an univerſal liberty of con- 
. ſcience. 


0 
* 


Il On the other hand, they equally 
| diſlike an independency in ſociety. An 

| unaccountableneſs in practice and con- 
it verſation to the rules and'terms of their 
| own communion, and to thoſe that are 
| the members. of it. They diſtinguiſh 
| between impoling 5 practice "that 
| immediately regards faith or worſhip, 
| 
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Which is never to be done or ſuffered, 
or ſubmitted unto; and requiring 
| Chriſtian compliance with thoſe me- 
| thods that only reſpect church-buſineſs 
1 in its more civil part and concern; 
aud that regard the diſcreet and order- 
ly maintenance of the character of the 
ſociety 
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ſociety. as a ſober and religious com- 
munity. In ſhort, what is for the 
promotion of holineſs and charity, that 
men may ꝓractice what they profeſs, 


live up to their own principles, and 


not be at liberty to give the lie to their 
own profeſſion without rebuke, is their 
uſe and limit of church power. They 
compel none to them, but oblige thoſe 
that are of them to walk ſuitably, or 
they are denied by them: that is all 
the mark they ſet upon them, and the 
power they exerciſe, or judge a Chriſ- 


tian ſociety can exerciſe upon thoſe 


that are members of it. 


The way of their proceeding againſt 
ſuch as have lapſed or tranſgreſſed, is 
this. He is viſited by ſome of them, 
and the matter of fact laid home to 
him, be it any evil practice againſt 
known and general virtue, or any 
branch of their particular teſtimony, 
which he, in common, profeſſeth with 
them. They labour with him in much 
love and zeal, for the good of his ſoul, 
the honour of God, and reputation of 
their profeſſion,” to own his fault and 
£291 kc; condemn 
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condemn it, in as ample a manner as 


2 
the evil or Texcighs) was given by him; t 
which for the moſt part, is performed oF » 
by ſome written teſtimony under - the WW / 
party's hand: and if it ſo happen, that Ml x 
the party prove refractory, and is not n 
willing to clear the truth they profeſs, i 
from the reproach of his or her evil Kt 
doing or unfaithfulneſs, they, after re- t 
peated entreaties and due waiting for e 
a token of repentance, give forth a W a 


paper to diſown ſuch a fact, and the | t 
party offending : recording the ſame as | 
a teſtimony of their care for the honour 


E 


| of the truth they profeſs. 

1 And if be or ſhe ſhalt clear their 
lf l profeſſion and themſelves, by ſincere 
| j acknowledgment of their fault, and 


11 godly ſorrow. for ſo doing, they are 


i received and looked upon again as 
1 members of their communion. For as 
Sj God, ſo his true people, . r no 
man after repentance. 

1 This is the account I had to give of 
| the people of God called Quakers, as 


to their rite, appearance, principles, 
| and 
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and practices in this age of the world, 
both with reſpect to their faith and 


IE worſhip, diſcipline and converſation. 
the And I judge it very proper in this 
bat lace, becauſe it is to preface the jour- 
not nal of the firſt, bleſſed, and glorious 
els, inſtrument of this work, and for a tel-_ 
vil timony to him in his ſingular qualifica- 
re- tions and ſervices, in which he abun- 
for dantly excelled in this day, and which 
1a rare worthy to be ſet forth as an example 
the to all ſucceeding times, to the glory of 
as the moſt high God, and for a juſt 
ur memorial to that worthy and excellent 


man, his faithful ſervant and apoſtle 
to this generation of the world. 


CHAP. 


© HAD: V. 


of the firſt inſtrument or perſon by whom: 


God was pleaſed to gather this people 
into the way, they profeſs. His name 
George Pox © his many excellent qualifi- 
cations; ſhewing a divine, and not ani 
human power to have been their original. 
in him. His troubles and ſufferings. 
beth from without and within. His 
end and. OO. | wy 


Am FEA come to the third head 


or branch of my preface, viz. the 
inſtrumental author. For it is natural 
for ſome to ſay, Well, here is the 
people and work, but where and who 


was the man, the inſtrument ? He that 


in this age was ſent to begin this work 
and people? I ſhall, as God ſhall ena- 
ble me, declare who and what he was; 
not only by report of others, but from 
my own long and moſt inward converſe, 
and intimate knowledge of him ; for 
which my ſoul bleſſeth God, as it hath 

often 


Fg 
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often done: and I doubt not, but by 
that time I have diſcharged myſelf of 
this part of my preface, my ſerious 


readers will believe I had good cauſe 


ſo to do. 


The bleſſed inſtrument of, and in 
this day of God, and of whom I am 
now about to write, was George Fox, 
diſtinguiſhed from another of that 
name, by that other's addition of 
younger to his name, in all his wrt- 
tings ; not that he was ſo in years, but 


that he was ſo in the truth: but he 


was alſo a worthy man, witneſs, and 
ſervant of God in his time. 


But this George Fox was born in 
Leiceſterſhire, about the Year 1624. 
He deſcended of honeſt and ſufficient 
parents, who endeavoured to bring him 


up, as they did the reſt of their child- 


ren, in the way and worſhip of the 
nation : eſpecially his mother, who 
was a woman accompliſhed above moſt 
of her degree in the place where ſhe 
lived. But from a child he appeared 
of another frame of mind than the _ 
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of his brethren ; being more religious, 
inward, ſtill, ſolid, and obſerving be- 
yond his years, as the anſwers he would 
give, and the queſtions he would put, 


upon occaſion, manifeſted, to the aſto- 
niſhment of thoſe that heard him, eſpe- 


cially in divine things. 


His mother, taking notice of his 


fingular temper, and the gravity, wiſ- 
dom, and piety, that very early ſhined 


through him, refuſing childiſh and 
vain ſports and company, when very 
young, was tender and indulgent over 
him, ſo that from her he met with 
little difficulty. As to his employ- 
ment, he was brought up in country 
buſineſs, and as he took moſt delight 


in ſheep, ſo he was very ſkilful in 


them; an employment that very well 
ſuited his mind in ſeveral reſpects, both 
for its innocency and ſolitude ; and 
was a juſt emblem of his after miniſtry 
and ſervice. f 


I ſhall not break in upon his own 
account, which is by much the beſt 
that can be given, and therefore deſire 
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what I can, to avoid ſaying any thing 


of what is ſaid already, as to the par- 
ticular paſſages of his coming forth: 


but, in general, when he was ſome⸗ 


what above twenty, he left his friends, 
and viſited the moſt retired and religi- 


ous people in thoſe parts: and ſome 


there were ſhort of few, if any, in this 
nation, who waited for the conſolation 
of Iſrael, night and day; as Zacharias, 
Anna, and good old Simeon did of old 
time. To theſe he was ſent, and theſe 
he ſought out in the neighbouring 
counties, and among them he ſojourned 
till his more ample miniſtry came upon 
him. At this time he taught, and was 
an example of, ſilence, endeavouring 
to bring them from ſelf-performances z 
teſtifying of, and turning them to, the 
light of Chriſt within them, and en- 
couraging them to wait in patience, 
and to feel the power of it to ſtir in 
their hearts, that their knowledge and 
worſhip of God might ſtand in the 
—_ of an endleſs life, which was to 

found in the light, as it was obeyed 
in the manifeſtation of it in man. For 
in the word was life, and that life is 
the 


the light of men : life in the word, 
light in men; and life in men too, as 
the light 1s obeyed : the children of 
the light living by the life of the word, 
by which the word begets them again 


to God, which 1s the regeneration and 


new birth, without which there 1s no 
coming into the kingdom .of God : 


and to which whoever comes, is greater 
than John; that is, that John's diſ- 


enſation, which was not that of the 


kingdom, but the conſummation of 


the legal, and fore- running of the goſ- 
pel- times, the time of the kingdom. 


Accordingly ſeveral meetings were ga- 


thered in thoſe parts; and thus his 
time was employed for ſome years. 


: In 1652, he being in his uſual my 


tirement, his mind exerciſed towards 
the Lord, upon a very high mountain: 
in ſome of the hither parts of York- 
ſhire, as I take it, he had a viſion of 
the great work of God in the earth, 
and of the way that he was to go forth 
in a publick miniſtry, to begin it. 
He ſaw people as thick as motes in the 
ſun, that ſhould in time be * 
: | ome 


XZ meſſage in thoſe parts. Upon this 
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home to the Lord, that there might 
be but one ſhepherd and one ſheepfold 
in all the earth. There his eye was 


directed northward, beholding a great 
people that ſhould receive him and his 
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mountain he was moved of the Lord: 
do ſound out his great and notable day, 
as if he had been in a great auditory z. 
and from thence went north, as the 
Lord had ſhewn him. And in every 
place. where he came, if not before he 
came to it, he had his particular exer- 
ciſe and ſervice ſhewn to him, ſo that 
the Lord was his leader indeed. For 
it was not in vain that he travelled; 
God in moſt places ſealing his com- 
miſſion with the convincement of ſome 
of all ſorts, as well publicans as ſober. 
profeſfors of religion. Some of the: 
firſt and moſt eminent of thoſe that 
came forth in a publick miniſtry, and: 
which are now at reſt, were Richard 
Farnſworth, James Naylor, William 
Dewſberry, Thomas Aldam, Francis 
 Howgil, Edward Burroughs, John 
Camm, John Audland, Richard Hub- 
berthorn, T. Taylor, T. Holmes, 
„ Alexander 
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8 Parker, William Simſon, 
William Caton, John Stubbs, Robert 
Withers, Thomas Low, Joſiah Coale, 
John Burnyeat, Robert Lodge, Tho- 
mas Salthouſe, and many more wor- 


thies, that cannot be well here named; 


together with divers yet living of the 
who, 
after the knowledge of God's purging 
judgment in themſelves, and ſome time 
of waiting in ſilence upon him, to feel 
and receive power from on high to 
ſpeak in his name, (which none elſe 
though they may uſe 
the ſame words) felt its divine moti- 


firſt and great convincement ; 


rightly can, 


ons, and were frequently drawn forth, 


eſpecially to viſit the publick aſſem- 
blies, to reprove, inform, and exhort 
them: ſometimes in markets, fairs, 


ſtreets, and by the highway ſide; cal- 


ling people to repentance, and to turn: 


to the Lord with their hearts as well 


as their mouths ; 


directing them to the 


light of Chriſt within them, to ſee, 
examine, and conſider their ways by, 
and to eſchew the evil, and do the 
good and acceptable will of God. And 
oy ſuffered great hardſhips for this 


their 


11 

their love and good-will; being often 
ſtockt, ſtoned, beaten, whipt, and 
impriſoned, though honeſt. men, and 
of good report where they lived; that 
had left wives, children, and houſes 
and lands, to viſit them with a living 
call to repentance. And though the 
prieſts generally ſet themſelves to op- 
Doſe them, and writ againſt them, and 
inſinuated moſt falſe and ſcandalous 
ſtories to defame them, ſtirring up the 
magiſtrates to ſuppreſs them, eſpecially 
in thoſe northern parts; yet God was 
pleaſed ſo to fill them with his living 
power, and give them ſuch an open 
door of utterance in his fervice, that 
there was a mighty convincement over 
thoſe parts. 7 


And through the tender and ſingu- 
lar indulgence of judge Bradſhaw, and 
judge Fell, and. colonel Weft, in the 
infancy of things, the prieſts were 
never able to gain the point they la- 
boured for, which was to have pro- 
ceeded to blood; and, if poſſible, 

Herod like, by a cruel exerciſe of the 
civil power, to have cut them off, and 
"Sy 555 rooted 
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rooted them out of the country. But 


eſpecially judge Fell, who was not only 


a check to their rage in the courſe of 
legal proceedings, but otherwiſe upon 
occaſion; and finally countenanced this 

ople. For his wife receiving the 
truth with the firſt, it had that influ- 
ence upon his ſpirit, being a juſt and 
wiſe man, and*leeing in his own wife 
and family a full confutation of all the 


popular clamours againſt the way of 
truth, that he covered them what he 


could, and freely opened his doors, 
and gave up his houle to his wife and 
her friends; not valuing the reproach 
of ignorant or evil-minded people: 


which I here mention to his and her 


honour, and which will be, I believe, 
an honour and a bleſſing to ſuch of 
their name and family, as ſhall be 
found in that tenderneſs, humility, 
love, and zeal for the truth and people 
of the Lord. 5 

That houſe was for ſome years, at 
firſt eſpecially, until the truth had 
opened its way into the ſouthern parts 


of this iſland, an eminent receptacle of 


this 
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this people. Others, of good note 
and ſubſtance in thoſe northern coun- 


tries, had alſo opened their houſes, 


together with their hearts, to the many 
publiſhers, that, in a ſhort time, the 
Lord had raiſed to declare his ſalvation 
to the people; and where meetings of 
the Lord's meſſengers were frequently 
held, to communicate their ſervices 
and exerciſes, and comfort and edify 
one another! in their bleſſed miniſtry. 


But leſt this may be thought a di- 


greſſion, having touched upon this be- 


fore, I return to this excellent man; 


and for his perſonal qualities, both 


natural, moral, and divine, as they 


appeared in his converſe, with the bre- 
thren, and in the church of God, take 
as follows : 


I. He was a man that God endued 


with a clear and wonderful depth: a 


diſcerner of other's ſpirits, and very 
much a maſter of his own. And 
though that ſide of his underſtanding 


which lay next to the world, and eſpe- 


cially the expreſſion of it, might ſound 
uncouth 
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uncouth and unfaſhionable to nice ears, 
his matter was nevertheleſs very pro- 
found; and would not only bear to be 
often conſidered, but the more it was 
ſo, the more weighty and inſtructing it 
appeared. And as abruptly and bro- 
kenly as ſometimes his ſentences would 
ſeem to fall from him, about divine 
things, it is well known they were 
often as texts to many fairer declara- 
tions. And, indeed, it ſhewed, beyond 
all contradiction, that God ſent him, 
in that no art or parts had any ſhare in 
the matter or manner of his miniſtry ; 
and that ſo many great excellent and 
neceſſary truths, as he came forth to 
preach to mankind, had therefore no- 
thing of man's wit or wiſdom to re- 
commend them, So that as to man he | 
was an original, being no man's copy ; 
and his miniſtry and writings ſhew. 
they are from one that was not taught | 
of 'man, nor-had learned what he ſaid 
by ftudy. Nor were they notional: or 
ſpeculative, but ſenſible and practical 
_ truths, tending to converſion and rege- 
neration, and the ſetting up of the 
kingdom of God in the hearts of _ 
| an 
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and the way of it was his work. So 
that I have many times been overcome 
in myſelf, and been made to ſay, with 
my Lord and Maſter, upon the like 
occaſion, „I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent of this world, and revealed 
them to babes: for many times hath 
my ſoul bowed in an humble thank- 
fulneſs to the Lord, that he did not 
chooſe-any of the wiſe and learned of 
this world to be the firſt meſſenger in 
our age, of his bleſſed truth to men 
but that he took one that was not of 
high degree, or elegant ſpeech, or 


learned after the way of this world, 


that his meſſage and work he ſent him 
to do might come with leſs ſuſpicion, 
or jealouſy of human wiſdom and in- 
tereſt, and with more force and- clear- 
neſs upon the conſciences of thoſe that 
ſincerely ſought the way of truth in the 


8 love of it. I fay, beholding with the 
eye of my mind, which the God of 


heaven had opened in me, the marks 
of God's finger and hand. viſibly in 


this teſtimony, from the* Clearneſs of 


the 
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the principle, the power and efficacy 
of it, in the exemplary ſobriety, plain- 

neſs, zeal, ſteadineſs, humility, gra- 

vity, punctuality, charity, and cir- 

cumſpect care in the government of 
church-affairs, which ſhined in his and 
their life and teſtimony, that God em- 
ployed in this work, it greatly con- 

firmed me that it was of God, and 

engaged my ſoul in a deep love, fear, 

reverence, and thankfulneſs for his 

love and mercy therein to mankind: 

in which mind I remain, and ſhall, I 

hope, through the Lord's ſtrength, to 

the end of my days, | 


II. In his teſtimony or miniſtry, 
he much laboured to open truth to the 
peoples underſtandings, and to bottom 
them upon the principle and principal, 
Chriſt Jeſus the light of the world; 
that by bringing them to ſomething 
that was from God in themſelves, they 

might the better know and judge of 
him and themſelves. KERR 


III. He had an extraordinary gift 
in opening the ſcriptures. He would 
| go 
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go to the marrow of things, and ſhew 
the mind, harmony, and fulfilling of 
them with much plainneſs, and to 
great comfort and edification. 


IV. The myſtery of the firſt and 
ſecond Adam, of the fall and reſtora- 
tion of the law and goſpel, of ſhadows 
and ſubſtance, of the ſervant's and 
Son's ſtate, and the fulfilling of the 
ſcriptures in Chriſt and by Chriſt the 
true light, in all that are his, through 
the obedience of faith, were much of 
the ſubſtance and drift of his teſtimo- 
nies: in all which he was witneſſed to 
be of God; being ſenſibly felt to ſpeak 
that which he had received of Chriſt, 
and was his own experience, in that 
which never errs nor fails. 


V. But above all, he excelled in 
prayer. The inwardneſs and weight 
of his ſpirit, the reverence and ſolem- 
nity of his addreſs and behaviour, and 
the fewneſs and fulneſs of his words, 
have often ſtruck even ſtrangers with 
admiration, as they uſed to reach others 
with conſolation. The moſt awful, 

living, 
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living, reverent frame I ever felt or 
beheld, I muſt ſay, was his in prayer. 


And truly it was a teſtimony he knew 


and lived nearer to the I ord than-other 
men ; for they that know him moſt, 
will ſee moſt: reaſon to approach him 
with reverence and fear. 


VI. He was of an innocent life, 
no buſy-body, nor ſelf- ſeeker; neither 
touchy nor critical: what fell from 
him was very inoffenſive, if not very 
edifying. So meek, contented, modeſt, 
eaſy, ſteady, tender, it was a pleaſure 
to be in his company. He exerciſed 
no authority but over evil, and that 
every where, and in all; but with 
love, compaſſion, and long ſuffering. 
A moſt merciful man, as ready to 
forgive, as unapt to take or give an 
offence. Thouſands can truly ſay, he 
was of an excellent ſpirit and ſavour 
among them, and becauſe thereof, the 
moſt excellent ſpirits loved him with 
an unfeigned — unfading love, 


VII. He was an inceſſant labourer : : 
for in his younger time, before his 
| many, 
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many, great, and deep ſufferings and 
travels had enfeebled his body for 
itinerant ſervices, he laboured much 
in the word and doctrine, and diſci- 
pline, in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land ; turning many to God, and con- 
firming thoſe that were convinced of 
the truth, and ſettling good order, as 
to church affairs, among them. And 
towards the concluſion of his travelling 
ſervice, between the years 1671 and 
1677, he viſited the churches of Chriſt 
in the plantations in America, and in 
the United Provinces, and Germany, 
as his journal relates; to the convince- 
ment and conſolation of many. After 
that time he chiefly reſided in and 
about the city of London; and, beſides 
his labour in the miniſtry, which was 
frequent and ſerviceable, he writ much, 
both to them that are within, and thoſe 
that are without, the communion. But 
the care he took of the affairs of the 
church in general was very great. 


VIII. He was often where the re- 
cords of the buſineſs of the church are 
kept, and where the letters from the 

K many 
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many meetings of God's people over 


all the world uſe to come: which let- 
ters he had read to him, and commu- 
nicated them to the meeting, that 'is 
weekly held for ſuch ſervices ; and he 


would be ſure to ſtir them up to anſwer 


them, eſpecially in ſuffering caſes, 
ſhewing great ſympathy and compaſ- 
fion upon all ſuch occaſions ; carefully 
looking into the reſpective caſes, and 


endeavouring ſpeedy relief, accordin 


to the nature of them. So that the 
churches, or any of the ſuffering mem- 
bers thereof, were ſure not to be for- 
gotten or delayed in their deſires, if 
he was there. 


IX. As he was unwearied ſo he 
was undaunted in his ſervices for God 


and his people; he was no more to be 


moved to fear than to wrath. His 


behaviour at Derby, Litchfield, Ap- 

leby, before Oliver Cromwell, at 
Ln Scarborough, Worceſter, 
and Weſtminſter-hall, with many other 
places and exerciſes, did abundantly 
evidence it, to his enemies as well as 
his friends. . | 
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But as, in the primitive times, ſome 


roſe up againſt the bleſſed apoſtles of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even from 
among thoſe that they had turned to 
the hope of the goſpel, and became 
their greateſt trouble; ſo this man 
of God had his ſhare of ſuffering from 
ſome that were convinced by him; 
who, through prejudice or miſtake, 
ran againſt him, as one that fought 
dominion over conſcience, becauſe he 
preſſed, by his preſence or epiſtles, a 
ready and zealous compliance with ſuch 
good and wholſome things, as tended 
to an orderly converſation about the 


affairs of the church, and in their 


walking before men. That which 


contributed much to this ill work, 


was, in ſome, a — of this 
meek man the love an 


people; and weakneſs in others, that 
were taken with their groundleſs ſug- 
geſtions of impoſition and blind obe- 


dience. 


| They would have had every man in- 
dependent, that as he had the principle 


1 in 


eſteem he 
had and deſerved in the hearts of the 
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in himſelf, he ſhould only ſtand and 
fall to that, and no body elſe: not 
conſidering that the principle is one in 
all; and though the meaſure of light 
or grace might differ, yet the nature 
of it was the ſame; and being ſo, they 


people, guided by the ſame principle, 


are naturally led into: ſo that what is 


to one, is ſo to all, from the ſenſe and 


which is common to all, and which 
the diſaffected alſo profeſs to be the 
root of all true Chriſtian fellowſhip, 
and that ſpirit into which the people 
of God drink, and come to be ſpiri- 


one ſoul. 
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Some weakly miſtook good order in 
the government of church affairs, for 
diſcipline in worſhip, and that it was 
ſo preſſed or recommended by him and 
other brethren. And thereupon they 
were ready to reflect the ſame things 
that Winter had very reaſonably ob- 
jected 


ſtruck at the ſpiritual unity which a 
an evil to one, is ſo to all; and what 
1s virtuous, honeſt, and of good repute 


ſavour of the one univerſal principle 


tually- minded, and of one heart 51 
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jected upon the national churches, that 
have coercively preſſed conformity to. 
their reſpective creeds and worſhips. 
Whereas theſe things related wholly to 
converſation, and the outward, and, 
as I may ſay, civil part of the church; 
that men ſhould walk up to the prin- 
ciples of their belief, and not. be want-. 
ing in care and charity. But though 
ſome have ſtumbled and. fallen through. 
miſtakes, and an unreaſonable obfti- 
nacy even to a prejudice ; yet, bleſſed 
be God, the generality have returned: 
to their firſt love, and ſeen the work 
of the enemy, that loſes no opportu- 
nity or advantage by which he may: 
check or hinder the work of God, and 
diſquiet the peace of his church, and 
chill the love of his people to the 
truth, and one to another; and there 
is hope of divers of the few that yet 
are at a diſtance. BETS 


In all theſe occaſions, though there 
was no perſon the diſcontented ſtruck 
ſo ſharply at, as this good man, he 
bore all their weakneſs and prejudice,, 
and returned not reflection for reflec-. 
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tion ; but forgave them their weak a 
and bitter ſpeeches, praying for them, p 
that they might have a ſenſe of their i & 
hurt, and ſee the ſubtilty of the enemy * 
to rend and divide, and return into f. 
their firſt love that thought . 


And truly I muſt ſay, that though 
God had viſibly clothed him with a 
divine preference and authority, and, 
indeed, his very preſence expreſſed a re- 
ligious majeſty, yet he never abuſed 
it; but held his place in the church of 
God with great meekneſs, and a moſt 
engaging humility and moderation. 
For upon all occaſions, like his bleſſed 
Maſter, he was a ſervant to all ; hold-, 
ing and exerciſing his elderſhip i in the 
inviſible power that had gathered them, 
with reverence to the head and- care 
11 over the body: and was received, only 
1 in that ſpirit and power of Chriſt, as 
the firſt and chief elder in this age: 
who, as he was therefore worthy of 
double honour, ſo for the ſame reaſon 
it was given by the faithful of this 
day ; becauſe his authority was inward 
and not outward, and that he got it 
: and 
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and kept it by the love of God, and 


power of an endleſs life. I write my 
knowledge, and not report, and my 
witneſs1s true; having been with him 
for weeks and months together on di- 
vers occaſions, and thoſe of the neareſt 
and moſt exerciſing nature; and that 
by night and by day, by ſea and by 
land ; in this and in foreign countries : 
and I can ſay, I never ſaw him out of 
his place, or not a match for eve 
ſervice or occaſion. For in all things 
he acquitted himſelf like a man, yea, 
a ſtrong man, a new and heavenly- 
minded man, a divine and a naturaliſt, 
and all of God Almighty's making. 
I have been ſurpriſed at his queſtions 
and anſwers in natural things : that 
whilſt he was ignorant of uſeleſs and 
ſophiſtical ſcience, he had in him the 
grounds of uſeful and commendable 
knowledge, and cheriſhed it every 
where. Civil, beyond all forms of 
breeding, in his behaviour : very tem- 
perate, eating little, and ſleeping leſs, 
though a bulky Ones 


Thus 
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Thus he lived and ſojourned among 
us, and, as he lived, ſo he died; feeling 
the ſame eternal power, that had raiſed 
and preſerved him, in his laſt moments. 
So full of aſſurance was he, that he 
triumphed over death; and fo even in 
his ſpirit to the laſt, as if death were 
hardly worth notice, or a mention: 
recommending to ſome of us with 
him, the diſpatch and diſperſion of an 
epiſtle juſt betore given forth by him 
to the churches of Chriſt throughout 
the world, and his own books : but 
above all, Friends ; and of all Friends, 
thoſe in Ireland and America, twice 
over, ſaying, © Mind poor Friends in 
Ireland and America.” 


And to ſome that came in and en- 
uired how he found himſelf, he an- 
wered, © Never heed, the Lord's: 

power is over all weakneſs and death 
the ſeed reigns, bleſſed be the Lord :* 
which was about four or five hours 
before his departure out of this world. 
He was at the great meeting near 
Lombard-Street, on the firſt day of 
the week, and it was the third follow- 
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ing about ten at night when he left us; 
being at the houſe of Henry Goldney 
in the ſame court. In a good old age 
he went, after having lived to ſee his- 
childrens children in the truth to many 
generations. He had the comfort of a 
ſhort illneſs, and the bleſſing of a clear 
ſenſe to the laſt: and we may truly ſay, 
with a man of God of old, that being 
dead, he yet ſpeaketh : and though 
now abſent in body, he is preſent in 
ſpirit ; neither time nor place being 
able to interrupt the communion of 
ſaints, or diſſolve the fellowſhip of the 
| ſpirits of the juſt. His works praiſe 
him, becauſe they are to the praiſe of 
him that wrought by him; for which 
his memorial is and ſhall be bleſſed. 
I have done, as to this part of my 
preface, when I have left this ſhort 
1d epitaph to his name; Many ſons have 
35 done virtuouſly in this day; but, dear 
George, thou excelleſt them all. 


f ohh . 
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CA II. 


Containing five ſeveral exhortations : firſt, 
general, reminding this people of their 
Primitive integrity aud ſimplicity. Se- 
condly, in particular, to the miniſtry. 
Thirdly, to the young convinced. Fourth- 
by, to the children of friends. Fifthly, 
\ #0: thoſe that are yet ſtrangers to this 
people and way, to whom this book, 
and that it was preface to in its former 
edition, may come. All the ſeveral ex- 
' bortations accommodated ta their ſeveral 
ſtates aud conditrons ;, that all may an- 
fever the end of God's glory, and their 


. 6Wn- ſalvation. 


A N D now, Friends, you that 
1 profeſs to walk in the way that 
this bleſſed man was ſent of God to 


turn us into, ſuffer, I beſeech you, the 
word of exhortation, as well fathers as 


children, and elders as young men. 
The glory of this day, and foundation 
of the hope that has not made us 
| | _ aſhamed 
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effectually enlightened, as to our in- 


this bleſſed principle gave us, ſo we 


and perſons, ourſelves and others; 
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aſhamed ſince we were a people, you 
know, is that bleſſed principle of hight 
and life of Chriſt which we profels, 
and direct all people to, as the great 
and divine inſtrument and agent of 
man's converſion to God. It was by 
this that we were firit touched, and 


ward ftate; which put us upon the 
conſideration of our latter end, cauſing 
us to ſet the Lord before oc and 
to number our days, that we might 
apply our hearts to wiſdom. In that 
day we judged not after the ſight of 
the eye, or after the hearing of the ear; 
but according to the light and ſenſe 
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Judged and acted, in reference to things 


— 


yea, towards God our Maker. For 
being quickened by it in our inward 
man, we could eaſily diſcern the differ- 
ence of things, and feel what was right 
and what was wrong, and what was fit 
and what not, both in reference to 
religion and civil concerns. That be- 
ing the ground of the fellowſhip of all 
ſaints, it was in that our fellowſhip 

ſtood. 
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ſtood. In this we deſired to have a 
ſenſe of one another, acted towards one 
another, and all men; in love, faith- 
fulneſs, and fear. 


JT 


en | Ml. at 1 
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In feeling of the ſtirrings and moti- 
ons of this principle in our hearts, we 
drew near to the Lord, and waited to 
be prepared by it, that we might feel 
drawings and movings before we ap- 
proached the Lord in prayer, or open- 
ed our mouths in miniſtry. And in 
our beginning and ending with this 
ſtood our comfort, ſervice, and edifi- 
cation. And as we ran faſter or fell 
ſhort in our ſervices, we made burdens A 
for ourſelves. to bear; finding in our- m. 
ſelves a rebuke inſtead of an accept- to 
ance; and in lieu of well-done, Who th 
has required this at your hands? In g 
that day we were an exerciſed people, 0 
our very countenances and deportment 
declared it. 


eee 


us, as well as for ourſelves; eſpecially 
of the young convinced. Often had 


W. 
ſte 
Try 
fe: 
Care for others was then much upon | thi 
W 
of 
we the burden of the word of the Lord w 


Lan 


to our neighbou ars, relations, and ac- 
atance; and fometimes ſtr 


alſo. We were in travail 


likewiſe fr 


one anothers preſervation ;- not ſeek- 
but fſhunmang, occaſions of any 


. or mifunderſtanding; 


treat 


one another as thoſe that believed and 
fel God preſent; which kept our 
conveefation- mnocent, ferrous, and 
weighey; guarding ourſelves againſt 
the cares 7 friendſhips ef che World. 


We held the truth in the 
and not in our own-fpirits, 
Own n and affections; 


ſpirit of it, 


or after our 


We were bond afiel- brocgkz int 
Fabjection, inſomuch that it was viſtble 
to them that knew us. We did not 


think ourſetves at ourown 
go where we lift, or ſay 
we If, or when we lift. 


ſtoock in the liberty of the 


diſpofal, to 
or do what 
Our liberty 
'Fpirit':6f 


truth; and no pleaſure, no profit, no 
fear, no favour could draw us from 
this retired, rift, and watehfuł frame. 


We were ſo far from ſeeking 
of any, that we avoided - them 


e "Ie -conkÞ;-. 
L 


occafrons 


g our own 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs with moderation, inſtead of 


A rn other _—_— unnecel. | 
1 Fe . TE ws i 

Our ani were few and ſavoury, ; 
our looks compoſed and weighty, and t 
our whole deportment very obſervable. is 
True it is, that this retired and ſtrict w 
ſort of life, from the liberty of the con- 21 
verſation of the world, expoſed us to by 
the cenſures of many as - humouriſts, 


conceited and ſelf-righteous perſons, 
&c. but it was our preſervation from an 
many ſnares, to which others were con- th 
tinually expoſed, by the preyalencyof O, 
the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the feth, 
and the pride of life, that wanted no 
occaſions or temptations to excite en 
abroad in the converſe of the world. 


„ 


I cannot farget,. the humility and 
chaſte zeal of that day. O how con- 
ſtant at meetings, how retired in them; 
how firm to truth's life, as well as 
truth's principles; and how entire 
and united in our communion, as, in- 
deed, became thoſe that profeſs one 
bead, even Chriſt * the Lord. 0 
This 
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This being the teſtimony and exam 
ple the man of God before mentioned 
was ſent to declare and leave amongſt 
us, and we having embraced the ſame, 
as the merciful viſitation of God to us, 
the word of exhortation, at this time, 
is that we continue to be found in the 
way of this teſtimony, with all zeal 
and integrity, and ſo much the more, 
by how much the day draweth near. 


And firſt, as to you my beloved 
and much honoured” brethren in Chriſt, 
that are in the exerciſe of the miniſtry: : 
O, feel life in your miniſtry. Let life 
be your commiſſion, your well- ſpring 
and treaſury on all ſuch occaſions ; 
elſe, you well know, there can be no 
begetting to God: ſince nothing can 


quicken or make people alive to God, a 


but the life of God; and it muſt be 
a miniſtry in and from life, that en- 


livens any people to God. We have 


ſeen the fruit of all other miniſtries, by 


the few-that are turned from the evil 
of their ways. It is not our parts, or 
memory, the repetition of former open- 
ings, in our own will and time, that 


E 2 will 
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will do God's work. A dry doctrinal 
miniftry, however found in — can 


reach but the ear, and is but a dream 


at the beſt : there is another ſoundneſs, 
that is ſdundeſt of ail, viz. Chriſt the 
power of God. This is the key of 
David, that opens, and none ſhuts; 

and ſhuts, and none can open: as the 


ail to the lamp, and the foul to the 
body, ſo is that to the beſt of words: 


which made Chriſt to ſay, _— 
words, they are ſpirit, and they ar 

life;“ that is, they are from life, — 
therefore they make you alive, that 
receive them. If the Geiges that had 
lived with Jeſus, were to ſtay at Jeru- 


ſalem tili they received it ; much more 


muſt we wait to receive before we mi- 
niſter, if we will turn people from 
darkneſs to light, and from Satan's 
er to God. | 


I fervently.bow my knees to the God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


that. you may always be like minded ; 
that you may ever wait reverently, for 


the coming and opening of the word 
key life, and 0 — it in your 
£ miniſtry - 
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miniſtry and ſervice, that you may 
ſerve God in his ſpirit. And be it 


little, or be it much, it is well; for 


much is not too much, and the leaſt 18 
enough, if from the motion of God's 
ſpirit ; and without it, verily, never 
ſo little is too much, becauſe to no 
Pr oft. * 


For it is the ſpirit of the Lord im- 
mediately, or through the miniſtry of 
his ſervants, that teacheth his people 
to profit; and to be ſure, ſo far as we 
take him along with us in our ſervices, 
ſo far we are profitable and no farther. 
For if it be the Lord that muſt work 
all things in us for our ſalvation, much 
more 1s it the Lord that muſt work in 
us for the converſion of others. If 
therefore it was once. a croſs to .us to 
ſpeak, though the Lord required it at 
our hands, let it never be ſo to be ſi- 


0s when he does not. 


It is one : of the moſt dreadful ſayings 
in the book of God, That he that 
adds to the words of the prophecy of 
this book, God will add to. him, the 


L 3 plagues 
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plagues written in this book.” To 
ceep back the counſel of God, is as 
terrible; „Fer he that takes away 
from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God ſhall take away his | 
part out of the book of life.” And t 
truly, it has great caution in it, to 

thoſe that uſe the name of the Lord, 

to be well aſſured the Lord ſpeaks; E 
that they may not be found of the 
number of thoſe that add to the words tl 
of the teſtimony of prophecy, which v 
the Lord giveth them to bear; nor th 
yet to mince or diminiſh the ſame, a 
botly being ſo very offenſive to God. th 


Wherefore, Brethren, let us be care- tie 
ful, neither to out-go our guide, We PC 
yet loiter behind him; finee he that 
makes hafte may miſs His way, and 
he that ſtays behind loſe his guide. 
For even thoſe that have received the 
word of the Lord, had need wait for 
wiſdom, that they may ſee how to. 
divide the word ariglhrt © which plainly 
irplieth, that it is poſſible for one 
that hath teceived the word of the 
Lord, to miſs in the dividing and 
Pt ind application 


buck do miniſter more from 


. k - ' 


e 
application of it; which muſt come 
from an impatiency of ſpirit, and a 


ſelf. working, which makes an unſound 
and dangerous mixture, and will hard- 


ly beget a e living people 


to God. 


IJ am earneft in this above all other 
conſiderations, as to publick brethren, 
(well knowing how much it concerns 
the preſent and future ſtate and preſer- 
vation of the church of Chriſt Jefus, 
that has been gathered and built up by 
a living and powerful miniſtry) that 
the miniſtry be held, Al and 
continued in the manifeſtations, mo- 
tions, and ſupplies of the ſame” life n 
power, from time to time. 


And wherever it is 3 that 
gifts and 
s, than life and power, though 
owes have an enlightened and doctrinab 
underſtanding, let them in time be 
adviſed and admoniſnhed for their pre- 
fervation, becauſe inſenſibly ſuch will 
come to depend upon a ſelf· ſufſiciency 
© forſake Chriſt the living F W. 
an 
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and hew out unto themſelves ciſterns 4 
that will hold no living waters: and, fe 
by degrees, ſuch will come to draw 
others from waiting upon the gift of 
God in themſelves, and to feel it in * 
others, in order to their ſtrength and * 
refreſhment, to wait upon them, and of 
to. turn from God to man again, and he 
ſo make ſhipwreck of the faith once m 
delivered to the ſaints, and of a good wy 
conſcience towards God : which are * 
only kept by that divine gift of life ip 
that begat the, one, and awakened and oh 
ſanctified the other in the beginning. 10 
Nor is it enough, that we have 
known the divine gift, and in it have ** 


reached to the ſpirits in priſon, and ur 
been the inſtruments of the convincing 
of others of the way of God, if we 


keep not as low and poor in ourſelves, Ne, 
and as depending upon the Lord, as ul 
ever: ſince no memory, no repetitions his 
of former openings, revelations, or 8 
njoyments, will bring a ſoul to God, the 
& afford bread to the hungry, or wa- BW yy 
ter to the thirſty, unleſs life go with Þ ly 
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what we ſay, and that muſt be waited 


tor. 


O that we may have no other foun- 
tain, treaſure, or dependence] that 
none may preſume at any rate to act 
of themſelves for God, becauſe they 
have long acted from Gat that we 
may not tupply want of waiting with 
our own wilder, or think that we 
may take leſs cate and more liberty in 
ſpeaking than formerly; and that where 


we do not feel the Lord by his power, 


to open us and enlarge us, whatever: 
be the - expectation of the people, or 
has been our cuſtomary ſupply. and 
character, we may not exceed or al 
up the time with our own. 


I hope we hall ever remember, Who 
it was that ſaid, Of yourſelves you 
can do nothing: our ſufficiency is in 
him. And if we are not to ſpeak our 
own words, or take thought what we 
ſhould ſay to men in our defence, 
when expoſed for our teſtimony, fure-- 
ly we ought to Tpeak. none of our own 


werds;: or take thought what we _ 
oF 


* 


8 


ſay in our teſtimony and miniſtry, in 
the name of the Lord, to the ſouls ot 
the people; for then of all times, 
and af all other occaſions, ſhould it be 
fulfilled in us, For it is not you that 
ſpeak, but the ſpirit of my Ta ather that 
el in your” 101 


And, indeed, the miniſtry of the 
ſpirit; muſt and does keep its analogy 
and agreement with the birth of the 
ſpirit : that as no man can inherit the 
kingdom of God, unleſs he be born of 
the ſpirir; fo no'miniſtry can beget a 
ſoul to God, but that which is from 
the ſpirit. F or this, as J ſaid before, 
the diſciples waited before they went 
forth; and in this our elder brethren 
and meſſengers of God in our day, 
waited, viſited,” and reached to us; 
and having begun in the ſpirit, let 
none ever hope or ſeek to be made 
perfect in the fleſh : for what is the 
fleſh to the ſpirit, or the chaff to the 


wheat? And if we keep in the ſpirit, 


we ſhall keep in the unity of it, which 


is the ground of true fellowſhip. For 


by drinking into that one ſpirit, we 
are 
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— 


are made one people to God, and by 
it we are continued in the unity of the 
faith, and the bond of peace. No 


envying, no bitterneſs, no ſtrife, can 


have place with us. We ſhall watch 


always for good, and not for evil, one 
over another, and rejoice exceedingly, 
and not begrudge at one another's. in- 
creaſe in the riches of the grace with 


which. God ee his faichful 


And Brethren, as to you is commit- 


ted the diſpenſation of the oracles of 
God, which give you frequent ppportu- 
nities, and great place with the people 
among whom you travel, $ * beſeech 


you, that you would not think it ſuf- 
ficient to declare the word of life in 
their aſſemblies, however edifying and 


comfortable ſuch opportunities may be 
to you and them: but, as was the 


practice of the man of God, before 


mentioned, in great meaſure, when 


among us, inquire the ſtate of the 
ſeyeral churches you viſit; who among 


them are afflicted or ſick, who are 


tempted, and if any are unfaithful or 
obſtinate; 
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obſtinate; and endeavaur to iffue thoſe 
things in the wiſdom and power of 
God, - which will be a glorious erown 
upon your miniſtry. As that prepares 
your way in the hearts of the people, 
to receive you as men ef God, ſo it 
gives you credit with them te de them 
good by your advice in other reſpects; 
the afflicted will be comferted by you, 
the tempted hened, the ſick re- 
freſhed; the unfaithful convicted and 
| reſtored, and ſuch as are obſtinate, 
ſoftned and fitted for reconcilation ; 
which is chinehing the nail, and ap 
ing and faſtening the general teſtimony, 
by ehis particular care of the ſeveral 
branches of it,” in reference te them 
more immediately concerned 1 in it. 


ä Fer thoughs Oy? and wiſer men, and 
elders too, may reſide in fact places, 
Who are of worth and e in 
the general; and in other places 
it does not always follow, 'thar- "they 
may have the room they deſerve in the 
hearts of the people they HVe among; 
or ſome” particular occaſion may make 
n for him or them to uſe that 
authority. 
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authority. But you that travel as 
God's meſſengers, if they receive you 
in the * ſhall they refuſe you in 
the leſs? And if they own the general 
teſtimony, can they withſtand the par- 
ticular application of it in their own 
caſes? Thus ye will ſhew yourſelves 
workmen indeed, and carry your buſi- 
neſs before you, to the praiſe of his 
name, that hath called you from dark- 


neſs to light, that you might turn 


others from Satan's power unto God 
and his kingdom, which is within. 
And O that there were more of ſuch 
faithful labourers in the vineyard of 
the Lord ! never more need ſince the ; 
day of God. . 


, 


Wherefore I cannot but cry and call 
aloud to you, that have been long 
profeſſors of the truth, and know the 
truth in the convincing power of it, 


and have had a ſober converſation 


among men; yet content yourſelves 
only to know truth for yourſelves, to 
go to meetings, and exerciſe an ordi- 
nary charity in the church, and an 
honeſt behaviour in the world, and 
limit 
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limit yourſelves within'thoſe bounds; 
feeling little: or no concern upon your 


x rits, for the glory of the Lord in 

proſperity of his truth in the earth, 
rk. than to be glad that others ſuc- 
ceed in ſuch ſervice. Ariſe ye in the 
name and power of the Lord Jeſus! 


Behold how white the fields are unto 
harveſt, in this and other nations, and 


how few able and faithful labourers 
there are to work therein! Your coun- 
try- folks, neighbours, and kindred, 
want to know the Lord and his truth, 


and to Walk f in it. Does nothing lie at 
our door upon their account? Search 
and ſee, and loſe no time, I beſeech. 


vou, for the Lord is at hand. 


I do not judge you 3 there is one that 
judgeth all men, and his judgment is 
true. Tou have mightily increaſed in 
your outward ſubſtance: may you 


equally increaſe in your inward riches, 
and do good with both, while vou 
have a day to do good. Your enemies 
would once have taken what you had 
from you, for his name's ſake in whom 
en have believed 5 — he has 

| given 
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g's. given you much of the world, in the 
ur. face of your enemies. But O, let it 
in be your ſervant, and not your madſter.! 
h,- 2 diver ſion rather than your bufi- 
&& neſs ! let the Lord be chiefly in your 
he eye, and ponder your ways, and fee if 
8 1 God has nothing more for you to do: 
to and if you find yourſelves ſhort in your 
ad account with him, then wait for his 
TS preparation, and be ready to receive 
n- the word of command, and be not 
d, weary of well- doing, when you mow 
h, put your hand to the — 

at aſſuredly you ſhall reap, if you kant 
ch not, the fruit of your heavenly labour 
:h. in God's everlaſting kingdom. 

And you young convinced ones, be 
at you intreated and exhorted to a diligent 
is and. chaſte waiting upon God, in the 
in way of his bleſſed manifeſtation and 
JU appearance of himſelf to you. Look 
s, not out, but within: let not another's 
JU - liberty be your ſnare : neither a& by 
es | imitation, but by ſenſe and feeling of 
ad God's power in yourſelves: cruſh not 
m the tender buddings of it in your ſouls, 
as nor over: run, in your deſires and 


n M 2 warmneſs 


Wk" p 44 
M 0 N E N 
es. 2 oO 
n ff 
. WO EEITY 
De mn 

” 44,6, RET, 
3 

I FI — 
RET - 

= 


— 
6 — N k r . ? . . 
— p A - 82 8 2 yoo - n 2 — — . 85 
* 8 — WAS E £ 2 - 0 - * 
«, N — a * 1 . — | s 4 * 0 2A = 4 : 7 Wr * q bY, Ny 
— ̃ . ie ee AFG N a yy — » ek. 2 — * d — al ag IO p . ET . 

* 2 e x he . " 0 4 —— 0 - — . 8 . a TER» ue DMs. F hy hy (4 
2 2 SIS — N r - SY 8 2 +." 2M * — = Dy eg e? WIS 4 gr ons. 2g == » ea 5 r — + g 

. 1 REIT "MIT _— . a , X 1 re r * n 5 REES a5 in — ＋ => OR CO no OE TERRY OF IT TIER TINY 

\ - — — — 9 — 8 * p _ 8 - U — 1 —— ID me * 1 — Soha * ” 

LE x 5 ps 2 : 4 g 


oe te S 


8 


* X * — — «A 
„ EE ee a ans a, ae a EE 
"00 had - rr 


* — — + 
ot Ir 
— - s 
8 — IL 


» — — 


— 5 — — 
. . m—ᷓ— aeroe — per we 
_ Lt 
— 7 


[226 ] 


warmneſs of affections, the holy and 


gentle motions of it. Remember it is 


@ ſtill voice that ſpeaks to us in this 


day, and that it is not to be heard in 


the noiſes' and hurries of the mind; 
but is diſtinctly underſtood in a retired 
frame. ' Jeſus loved and choſe ſolitudes, 
often going to mountains, gardens, and 
ſeaſides, to avoid crowds and hurries : 
to ſhew his diſciples it was good to be 
ſolitary, and fit looſe to the world. 
Two enemies he near your ſtates, ima- 


gination and liberty; but the plain, 


practical, living, holy truth, that has 
convinced you, will preſerve you, it 

ou mind it in yourſelves, and bring 
all thoughts, inclinations, and affec- 
tions, to the teſt of it, to ſee if they 


are wrought in God, or of the enemy, 


or of your own ſelves : fo will a true 
taſte, diſcerning, and judgment, be 
preſerved to you, of what you ſhould 
do and leave undone. And in your 
diligence and faithfulneſs in this way, 

ou will come- to inherit ſubſtance, 
and Chriſt, the eternal wiſdom, will 
fill your treaſury. And when you are 


converted, as well as convinced, then 


confirm 
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confirm your brethren ; and be ready 
to every good word and work, that 


the Lord ſhall call you to: that you, 


may be to his praiſe, who has choſen 


you to be partakers, with the ſaints: in 
light, of a kingdom that cannot be 


ſhaken, an inheritance incorruptible 3 in 
eternal: habitations. 


And now, as for you chat are the 
children of God's people, a great con- 
cern is upon my ſpirit for your good: 

and often are my knees bowed to the 
God of your fathers for you, that you 
may come to be partakers of the ſame 
divine life and power, that have been 
the glory of this day: that a genera- 
tion you may be to God, an holy na- 


non, and a peculiar people, — -of 


od works, when all our heads are 


Lide ain the duſt. O you young men 


and women, let it not ſuffice you, that 
you are the children of the people of 
the Lord; you muſt alſo be bern 
again, if you wall inherit the kingdom 
of God. Tour fathers are but ſuch 


after the fleſh, and could but beget 


you into: the likeneſs of the firſt Adam; 
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but you muſt be begotten into the like- 
neſs of the ſecond Adam, by a ſpiritual 
generation, or you will not, you can- 
not, be of his children or off: ſpring. 
And therefore look carefully about 
you, O ye children of the children of 
God! conſider your ſtanding, and ſee 
what you are in relation to this divine 
kindred, family, and birth. Have 
you obeyed the light, and recerved and 
walked in the ſpirit, which is the in- 
corruptible ſeed of the word and king- 
dom of God, of which you muſt be 
born again? God is no reſpecter of 

rſons. The father cannot ſave or 
anſwer for the child, or the child for 
the father, but in the fin thou finneſt 
thou ſhalt die; and in the righteouſ- 


neſs thou doſt, through Chriſt Jeſus, 


thou ſhalt live: for it is the willing 
and obedient that ſhall eat the good of 


the land. Be not deceived, God is 


not mocked. Such as all nations and 
zeople ſow, ſuch they ſhall reap at the 
hand of the juſt God. And then your 
many and great privileges, above the 
children of other people, will add 
weight in the ſcale againſt you, if op 

0 & 27 chuſe 
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chuſe not the way of the Lord. For 


you have had line upon line, and pre- 


_ cept upon precept, and not only good 


doctrine, but good example; and 
which is more, you have been turned 
to, and acquainted with, a principle 
in yourſelves, which others too gene- 
rally have been ignorant of : and you 
know you may be as good as you 
pleaſe, without the fear of frowns and 
blows, or being turned out of doors, 
and forſaken of father and mother, for 
God's ſake and his holy religion: as 
has been the caſe of ſome of your 


fathers, in the day they firſt entered 
into this holy path. And if you, after 


hearing and ſeeing the wonders that 


God has wrought in the deliverance 


and preſervation of them, through a 
ſea of troubles, and the manifold tem- 
poral, as well as ſpiritual, bleſſings 
that he has filled them with, in the 


ſight of their enemies, ſhould neglect 


and turn your backs upon ſo great and 


near a ſalvation, you would not only 


be moſt ungrateful children to God 


and them, but muſt expect that God 


will call the children of thoſe that 
| - Knew 
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knew him not, to take the crown out 
of your hands, and that your lot will 
be a dreadful judgment at the hand of 
the Lord: but, O that it may never 
be ſo with any of you the Lord for- 
bid, ſaith my ſoul. | 


Wherefore, O ye young men and 
women, look to the rock of your fa- 
thers: there is no other God but him, 
no other light but his, no other grace 
but his, nor ſpirit but his, to c6nvince 
you, quicken, and comfort you; to 
lead, guide, and preſerve you to God's 
oyerlabiing kingdom. So will you be 
poſſeſſors as well as profeſſors of the 
truth, embracing it, not only by edu- 
cation, but judgment and conviction; 
from a ſenſe begotten in your ſouls, 
through the operation of the eternal 
Ipirit and power of God; by which 
-yau may come to be the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, through faith, and the ,ciroum- 
ciſion not made with hands; and ſo 
heirs of the promiſe made to the fathers, 


of an incorruptible crown. That, as 


J ſaid before, a generation you may be 
0 en. * up the * of 


the 
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the bleſſed truth in the life and power 


of it. For formality. in religion is 


nauſeous to God and good men; and 


the more ſo, where any form or ap- 


pearance has been new: and peculiar, 
and begun and practiſed, upon a prin- 


ciple, with an uncommon zeal and 


ſtrictneſs. Therefore I ſay, for you 
to fall flat and formal, and continue 
the profeſſion, without that ſalt and 
ſavour by which it is come to obtain a 
good report among men, is not to 
anſwer God's love, or your parents 


care, or the mind of truth in your- 
ſelves, or in thoſe that are without: 
who, though they will not obey the 


truth, have ſight and ſenſe enough to 
ſee if they do, that make a profeſſion 


of it. For where the divine virtue of 
it is not felt in the ſoul, and waited 
for, and lived in, imperfections will 
quickly break out, and ſhew them- 


ſelves, and detect the unfaithfulneſs of 


ſuch perſons; and that their inſides 
are not ſeaſoned with the nature of that 


holy principle which they profeſs. 
4.3 Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, dear children, let me 
intreat you to ſhut your eyes at the 
temptations and allurements of this 
low and periſhing world, and not ſuffer 
your fictions to be captivated by 
thoſe luſts and vanities that your fa- 
thers, for the truth's ſake, long ſince 
turned their backs upon: but as you 
believe it to be the truth, receive it 
into your hearts, that you may become 
the children of God: ſo that it may 
never be ſaid of you, as the evangeliſt 
writes ; of the Jews in his time, that 
Chriſt, the true light, came to his 
own, but his own received him not; 


but to as many as received him, to 


them he gave power to become the 
children of God; which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God ;“ a moſt cloſe and comprehen- 
ſive paſſage to this occaſion. You ex- 


actly and peculiarly anſwer to thoſe 


profeſſing Jews, in that you bear the 
name of God's people, by being the 


children, and wearing of the form of 
God's people: and he, by his light in 


you, may be very well ſaid to come to 
1 85 | his 


. 
8 0 N 7 ol 
ge. Ef 4 
IP Oo = rt 1 ; 4 5 Cn 
IP Nh RA 
. " 4 7 
28 


Ad RE AAA 8 


gone. 


l 


his own, and if you obey i it not; but 
turn your back upon it, and walk: 
after the vanities of your minds, you 
will be of thoſe that received him not; 
which I pray God may never be your 
caſe and judgment. But that you may 
be throughly ſenfible of the many and 
great obligations you lie under to the 
Lord for his love, and to your parents 
for their care: and with all your heart, 
and all your ſoul, and all your ſtrength, 
turn to the Lord, to his gift and ſpirit 
in you, and hear his voice and obey it, 
that you may ſeal to the teſtimony of 
your fathers, by the truth and evi- 
dence of your own experience; that 
your children's children may bleſs vou, 
and the Lord for you, as thoſe that 
delivered a faithful example, as well N 
as record of the truth of God unto 
them. So will the gray hairs of your 
dear parents, yet alive, go down to 
the grave with joy, to ſee you the 
poſterity of truth, as well as theirs: 
and that not only their nature but 
ſpirit ſhall live in ou GOO they are 


* 
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I ſhall conclude this account with a 
few words: to thoſe that are not of our 
communion, into whoſe hands this 
may come; eſpecially thoſe of our 
own nation. | | 


F died as you are the ſons and 


daughters of Adam, and my brethren 
after the fleſh, often and earneſt have 


been my defires and prayers to God on 


your behalf, that you may come to 
know your Creator to be your Re- 


deemer, and-Reſtorer to the holy image, 
that through ſin you have loſt, by the . 
power and fpirit of his Son Jeſus 


Chrift, whom he hath given for the 
light and life of the world. And © 
that you, who are called Chriſtians, 
would receive him into your hearts 

for there it is you want him, and at 
that door he ftands knocking that you 
might let him in, but you do not open 
to him: you are full of other gueſts, 


ſo that a manger is his lot among you 


now, as well as of old. Yet you are 


full of profeſſion, as were the Jews 
when he came among them, who knew 


him ay; but rejected and evilly en- 


treated | 
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treated him. So that if you come not 
to the poſſeſſion and N of what 


you profeſs, all your formality in reli- 
ion will ſtand you in no ſtead in the 


* of God's judgment. 


I beſeech you ponder with yourſelves 
your eternal condition, and ſee what 


title, what ground and foundation you 


have for your Chriſtianity : if more 
than a apts . and an hiſtorical 
belief of the go Have you known 
the baptiſm * fire, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, * the fan of Chriſt that win- 

nows away the chaff in your minds, 
the carnal luſts, and affections ; that 
divine_leaven of the kingdom, that, 
being received, leavens the whole lump 
of man, ſanctifyl ying him throughout ih 
body, foul, and ſpirit? If this be not 


the ground of your confidence, you 


are in a miſerable ſtate. 


Tou will ſay, perhaps, that tha 
you are ſinners, and live in daily com- 
miſſion of ſin, and are not ſanctified, 
as I have been ſpeaking, yet you have 


faith in Chriſt, who has borne the 


N cCurſe 


curſe for you, and in him you are 
complete by faith, his righteouſneſs 


being imputed to you. 


But, my friends, let me intreat you 
not to deceive yourſelves, in ſo im- 


portant a point, as is that of your im- 


mortal ſouls. If you have true faith 
in Chriſt, your faith will make you 
clean; it will ſanctify you: for the 
ſaints faith was their victory of old: 
by this they overcame ſin within, and 
ſinful man without. And if thou art 
in Chriſt, thou walkeſt not after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit, whoſe fruits 
are manifeſt. Yea, thou art a new 
creature: new made, new faſhioned, 
after God's will and mould. Old 
things are done away, and, behold, 
all things are become new: new love, 
deſires, will, affections, and practices. 
It is not any longer thou that liveſt; 
(thou diſobedient, carnal, worldly one) 
but it is Chriſt that liveth in thee ;, 
and to live is Chriſt, and to die is thy 
eternal gain : becauſe thou art aſſured, 
that thy corruptible ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, and thy mortal, W 
an 


2 1 — 1 


2 


[ 137 ] 


and that thou haſt a glorious - houſe, 
eternal in the heavens, that will never 
wax old or paſs away. All this fol- 
lows being in Chriſt, as heat follows 
fire, and light the ſun, ; 


Therefore have a care how you pre- 
ſume to rely upon ſuch a notion, as 
that you are in Chriſt, whilſt in your 
old fallen nature. For what com- 
munion hath light with darkneſs, or 
Chriſt with Belial? Hear what the 
beloved diſciple tells you: If we ſay 
we have fellowſhip with God, and 
walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do not 
the truth.” That is, if we go on in a 
ſinful way, are captivated by our car- 
nal affeEtions, and are not converted to- 
God, we walk in darkneſs, and cannot 
poſſibly in that ſtate have any fellow- 
ſhip with God. Chriſt clothes them 
with his righteouſneſs, that receive his 
grace in their hearts, and deny them- 
telyes, . and take up his croſs daily, 
and follow him. Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
makes men inwardly holy; of holy 
minds, wills, and practices. It is not 
the leſs Chriſt's, becauſe we have it; 

# „ "2 
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for it is ours, not by nature, but by 
faith and adoption : it is the gift of 
God. But ſtill, though not ours, as 
of or from ourſelves (for in that ſenſe 
it is Chriſt's, for it is of and from 
mT), yet it is ours, and muſt be ours 

n poſſeſſion, efficacy, and enjoyment, 
to do us any good; or. Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs will profit us nothing. It 
was after this manner that he was made 
to the primitive Chriſtians, righteouſ- 
neſs, ſanctification, juſtification, and 
redemption ; and if ever you will have 
the comfort, kernel, and marrow- of 
the Chriſtian religion, thus you muſt 
come to learn and obtain it. 


Now, my Friends, by what you 
have read, you may perceive that God 
has viſited a poor people among you,, 
with this ſaving knowledge and teſti- 


mony, whom he has upheld and en- 


creaſed to this day,. notwithſtanding 
the fierce oppoſition they have met 
withal. Deſpiſe not the meanneſs of 
this appearance : it was, and yet 1s, 
we know, a day of ſmall things, and 


of (mall account with too many; and 


many 
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many hard and ill names are given-to \ 
it; but it is of God, it came from 
him becauſe it leads to him. This we 
know, but we cannot make another to 


* 


know it, unleſs he will take the ſame 


way to know it that we took. The 
world talks of God, but what do they 
do? They pray for power, but reject 
the principle in which it is. If you 
would know God, and worſhip and 
ſerve God as you ſhould do, you muſt 
come to the means he has ordained and 
given for that purpoſe. Some ſeek it 
in books, ſome in learned men, but 
what they look for is in themſelves 
(though not of themſelves) but they 
overlook it. The voice is too ſtill, the 
ſeed too ſmall, and the. light ſhineth in 
darkneſs; they are abroad, and ſo 
cannot divide the ſpoil: but the wo- 
man that loſt her ſilver, found it at 
home, after ſhe had lighted her candle 
and ſwept her houſe. Do you ſo too, 
and you ſhall find what Pilate wanted 


to know, viz. Truth. Truth in the 


inward parts, ſo valuable in the fight 
8 3 
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The light of Chriſt within, whe is 
the light of the world, and fo a light 
to you, that tells you the truth of your 
condition, leads all, . that take ad 
unto it, out of dark neſs into God's 
marvellous light. - For light grows 
upon the obedient : it is ſown for the 
' righteous, and their way is a ſhining 
light, that ſhines forth more and more 


to the perfect day. 


Wherefore, OF Bend turn in, turn 
in, I beſeech you: where is the poiſon, 
there is the antidote. There you want 
Chriſt, and there you muſt find him; 
and, bleſſed be God, there you may 
find him. Seck and you ſhall find, 1 
teſtify for God. But then you muſt 
ſeek aright, with- your whole heart, as 


men that ſeek for their lives, yea, for 
their eternal lives: diligently, humbly, 


patiently, as thoſe that can taſte. no 

leaſure, comfort, or ſatisfaction in 
any thing elſe, unleſs you find him 
whom your ſouls want to Know and 
love above all. O it is a travail, a 


ſpiritual travail! let the carnal, pro- 


Phane world. think and ſay as it will. 
And 


„ = 

And through this path you muſt walk 
to the city of God, that his eternal 
foundations, if ever you wall come 
there. 5 

Well and what does this bleſſed 
light do for you? Why, firſt, it ſets 
all your fins in order before you: it 


detects the ſpirit of this world in all its 


baits and allurements, and ſhews how 
man came to fall am God, and the 
fallen ſtate he is in. Secondly, it be- 
gets a ſenſe and ſorrow, in ſuch as 
believe in it, for this fearful lapſe. 
You will then ſee him diſtinctly whom 


5 you have pierced, and all the blows 


and wounds you have given him by 
your diſobedience, and how you have 
made him to ſerve with your ſins; and 
you will weep and mourn for it, and 
your ſorrow will be a godly ſorrow. 


: Thirdly, after this it will ring Wop to 


the holy watch, to take care that you 
do ſo no more, and that the enemy 
ſurpriſe you not again. Then thoughts, 

as well as words and works, will come 


to judgment, which is the way of ho- 


lineſs, in which the redeemed of the 
| Lord 
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Lord do walk. Here you will come 
to love God above all, and your neigh- 
bours as yourſelves. Nothing hurts, 
nothing harms, nothing makes afraid 
on this holy mountain. Now you 
come to be Chriſt's indeed ; for you 
are his in nature and ſpirit, and not 
your own. And when you are thus 
Chriſt's, then Chriſt is yours, and not 
before. And here you will know 
communion with the Father and with 
the Son, and the efficacy of the blood 
of cleanſing, even the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that immaculate Lamb, which 
ſpeaks better things than the blood of 
Abel; and which cleanſeth from all 
--in,. the conſciences of thoſe that, 
through the living faith, come to be 
ſprinkled with it, from dead works to 
ſerve the living God. 


To conclude : behold the teſtimony 


and doctrine of the people called Qua- 


kers.; behold their practice and diſci- 
pline ; and behold the bleſſed man and 
men, at leaſt many of them, that were 
ſent of God in this excellent work and 


ſervice; all which is more particularly 


Om 


—— 


E 


expreſſed in the annals of that man of 
God, which I do heartily recommend 


to my readers moſt ſerious peruſal ; 
and beſeech Almighty God, that his 


bleſſing may go along with both, to 


the convincement of many, as yet 
ſtrangers to this holy diſpenſation, and 
alſo to the edification of God's church 


in general: who for his manifold and 


repeated mercies and bleſſings to his 
people, in this day of his great love, is 
worthy ever to have the glory, honour, 
thankſgiving, and renown; and be it 
rendered and aſcribed, with fear and 
reverence, through him in whom he 
is well pleaſed, his beloved Son and 
Lamb, our light and life, that ſits 


with him upon the throne, world with- 


out end. Amen | | 


Says one that God has long ſince 
mercifully favoured with his fa- 
therly viſitation, and who was not 

diſobedient to the heavenly viſion 
and call; to whom the way of 
truth is more lovely and precious 
than ever, and that knowing the 
beauty and benefit of it above all 

worldly 


Wd 


worldly treaſures, has choſen it 
for his chiefeſt joy; and therefore 
recommends 1t to thy love and 


choice, becauſe he is with great 


ſincerity and affection, 
Thy Soul's Friend, 


WILLIAM PENN. 
7 ae 59 
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